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ON SILENCING — IMPERIALIST PROPAGANDA DRUMS 


On the evening of March 21st 1977, the Secretary-General of the SRSP and 
the cont.ngent of artists & intellectuals who participated at the Second Black 
and African Fest.val of Arts and Culture met. The contingent gave the Secretary- 
Genera. & the other Party & Government Leaders gathered, a synopsis of Soma- 
Za's role and position at Festac 77. In his address for the occasion, the Secre- 
tary-General heartily congratuiated Somalia’s Festac contingent for their remar- 
kable achievements. He also expressed deep regrets for the four Somalis who 
died in Nigeria as a result of a road accident while responding to an invitation 
te perform in Joss Plateau State. 


The Secretary-General emphasised the critical role of artists and — intelíec- 
tuals in the struggle against imperialism, in the struggle for socialism. The ar- 
tists and intellectual have powerful weapons in the struggle to influence the 
masses; thus, he remarked with a sense of humour they are the «real leaders» of 
society inspite of the presence of such leaders as himself. Accordingly, ће 
called their attention to be vigilant in order to effectively combat imperialist 
propaganda intended to confuse the masses, thereby sabotaging Somalia's transi- 
tion towards genuine independence under socialism. 


The Secretery-General talked about the need to silence recent imperialist pro- 
paganda drum. The international imberialis drumming is echoed bay loca! im- 
perialist and neo-colonial agents in our coffee-shops. The image of «drums» 
prov'ded the Secretary-General’s address a very powerful theme that 
effectively connected the two parts of his address; it will be recalled that «Dur- 
baan» or «Drum» is the title of the highly acclaimed Somali drama presented at 
Festac 77. 


Imperialist propaganda drumming has recently been geared, the Secretary- 
General pointed out, to the question of Ethiopia, relations between Somalia and 
the rest of Africa and the Arab world, and the relations between Somalia and 
Socialist nations, the USSR in particular. 


Imprialism and its local agents, he pointed out, have not ceased to ques- 
tion Somalia’s dual ro:e in the Organisation of African Unity and in the Arab 
League. They attempt to confuse the masses by play.ng up one role against 
another. Somalia is an Arab nation, an African nation. Somalia’s ties to the Af- 
ro-Arab world are historical. They have grown up naturally and profoundly 
over the course of centuries of development. The struggle against impenalism 
has dded nother dimension, and content to these historical inks. The Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Somalia guided by the SRSP, takes up its historical duties 
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seriously. Зотала actively works to forge an effective Afro-Arab anti-imperia- 
list solidarity in order to free the peoples of Southern Africa dominated by Im- 
perialism and Apartheid, and to free the Arab particularly Palestinlan, people 
dominated by Imperialism and Zionism. Internationai imperialism fears and 
disilkes the role Somalia plays in forging an Afro-Arab anti-imperialist solida- 
rity, Thus it lets loose confusing propaganda drums on this issue. Imperialism: 
and its local ailies try to reduce this complex problem of historical links and the 
exigencies of effective polit/ca: economic solidarity into an abstract issue of «ra- 
cal identity». It wants to place the Somali masses into а faise position of choice 
between abstract «Afr'canism» and «Arab'sm». Somalia he reiterated, is a res- 
ponsible Afro-Arab nation. an ansi-mperalist naton on the way towards a so. 
ciast future. 


Imper‘a:ist propaganda drumming has attained! frenzied proport'ons on the 
question of Ethiopia. Imperialist mass media — TV, radio, newspapers maga- 
zines '— puts forward a torrent of propaganda on this qusetion. The imperia- 
lists and their local coffee-shop agents alleged that Ehtiopia 1s а sociaist state. 


They goon to claim that since «Ethiopia and Somala are naturai 
enemies», Зотала opposes this trend and that, therefore, Somalia 
will opt out of the socialist path. The Secretary-General emphasised that there 
is no question of Somalia going againts her historical determined cho:ce of so- 
cilaism as the only path for development, progress and peace. It was a choice 
arising out of objective conditions, not a mreiy wishful, whimsical or opportu- 
nistic choice. He called on the artists and intellectuals to strengthen this re- 
solve in the consciousness of the masses in order to slience all anti-soczalist drums. 


The Secretary-General pomted out that the SDR is highiy aware of the fact 
that neighbouring Ethiop'a has been an exploited under-developed country herse- 
If. The masses пуей under deplorabie conditions under a semi.fgudal Emperor 
whose system was intimately Fnked to internat ona: imperralism. Somalia salutes 
and ји ап у weicomes all moves to transform Ethiopia from the previous sys- 
tem of double oppression, tyranny, terriorism and mass starvat^on; Somalia sa.u- 
tes all sincere efforts to move Ethiopia from а feudal.capitalst system towards 
а democratic, sociatist-or'ented рат. 


However, the Secretary-General recalied, imperial Eth:opia colonised and 
oppressed Somali people in 1ts bid for expansionism under the tutelage of inter- 
national imperialism. «Thus our Ethiopian borthers, all of us who jub:lantly en- 
courage your efforts to bury the eviis of feudalism and colonialism, do not ex- 
pect to see the Somali people continue to choke under the yoke of oppression; and 
this is highly wonic and paradoxicai given that your new Ethiop‘an regime c.aims 
to be «socialist». We cannot be satisfied with such a state of affairs . .. . We 
are asking ihe Ethiopian regime to acknowledge she fact that these is по биеге 
ce between the present order and the previous one for the Somali peopie who 
were colonised and oppressed by Haile Selias'e. For these people there "s no 
difference between a Haile Sellassie and Haile Mariam as long as the new regime 
does not permit them as an oppressed nationality to freely exercise their right 
to self-determ:nation». 
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Аг this scint in his highly important address, the Secretary-General raised 
theoretical and practical aspects of the national and eolon:al question within the 
framework of sociakst internationalism. For working peoples everywhere, the 
strugg‘e for social emancipation and socialism are exways of the greatest impor- 
tance. Bur th.s in по way means that the socialist movement 1s indifferent io 
the nat'onal asp:rations of the masses and that the national relations in any par- 
ticular country are immaterial to it. The socialist movement, guided by true 
principles of scientific socialism cannot take a n:h'istic approach to the natio- 
nales question. Putting it in viv'd Somak 1magery, the Secretary-Genera! ab- 
breviated thus: «Socialist :aternationalism does not devour the national:t'es and 
colonial question». 


Abolition of national oppression is of v'tai interest to the workers and their 
peasants allies because this oppression always and primarily affects the working 
messes, hampers the: pol.tical development and keeps them away from the class 
struggles for зоса ит. V.I. Lenin noted that, «nothing so much hoids up the 
development and strengthening of proletarian class sotidarity as national injus- 
ce». Thus, by prolonging the policy and practice of «national injustice» of 
the previous reg’me, the present Ethiopian regime 15 holding up the progressive 
development of soc:aist mternationalism in the Horn of Africa. The Secretary- 
General reflections on these questions is best captured by the formula elaborated 
by Marx and Engels, «A people that oppresses other peoples cannot itseif be 
free». Lenin termed this formula as «the fundamental princ'ple of internatio- 
na.ism», and proletarian internationalism is an inalienable part Marx:sm-Lentni- 
sm. 





Ethiop'a shouid consolidate her unity on the basis of national justice, thro- 
ugh exerc:sing the right to self-determ:nation of oppressed nationalities. She 
should refrain from using force and violence in order to retrain the unjust order 
of the previous reg’mes. By carrying out so-called peasant crusades to preserve 
the sancnty of imperial Ethiopia, the new regime is engender:ng distrust and alte- 
pation among the masses of different nationa t'es. This prevents the genume 
coming tcgether and jo ning forces in the common struggle againgt internat.onz. 
capita:ism, the strugg'e for true socialism, peace and fraternal relations. Somala 
seeks her national unity m a peaceful way, guided by the principles of scien- 
ие social’sm, and hoping to achieve this unity ın order to pay an even more 
effective role :n the international revolutionary movement that is guiding man- 
kind from capital:sm towards social'sm. 


The Secretary-General: calied on Somah artists and iatelleetuals to drum 
out al imperialist propaganda aimed at confusing Somalia’s militanily anti-un- 
perialist Afro-Arab rolg; aimed at presenting revolutionary Somalia's policy to- 
wards Ethiopia in a one-s'ded chauvinistic perspective, white the SDR views 
current happenings in Eth'opia from a dialectical, «nternatsonalist perspect:ve. 
Imperialist propaganda drumming, utll:sting the issues outlined above, goes on 
to attack the rela‘ons between Somalia and her socialist friends. ImperiaLst pro- 
paganda particularly singles out SDR-USSR relations for stringent attacks. [m- 
periais? drums beat up rythms which are duly picked up by local anti-revolu- 
tonary. The Secretary-General emphasised that such malicious rumours 
have no basi whatsover, they are aimed at harming the cause of апл- 
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imperialist solidarity which 15 ong of the principles of the Somali Revolution. Im- 
penaust propaganda, the Secretary - General remarked, wants us to forget that 
the USSR is a sc:entically managed nation. The USSR does not pursuc ch idish, 
whan cai policies. The leadersh.p of the üUSSRisaprovea 
historically matured leadergh'p. Likewise, since the Revoi 
ution, the SDR policies are guided with the careful a'm of obtaining our long- 
range objectives of constructing a developed socal.st society. The SRSP 15 а 
scentif:c soc'alist instrument that saves Somalia from the subjective, whimsical 
approach to policies characteristic of previous regimes. The friendship ties 
between the USSR and Somala, and indeed between Somaila and soc'abst and 
progressive peoples everywhere, are historical inks solidified by objective his- 
torca. trends and the common ideology of scientific soctahsm, Somalia has 
come close to the USSR and the rest of the Socialist states bcause they all share 
common ideals and struggle for common objectives. 


«Somala and the USSR are intimate friends. The USSR has provided 
Somalia a great deal of moral and material assistance — ‘а improving our edu- 
cationa: and technica! capacities, our economic progress in general and in our 
very capacity to safeguard our sovereignty. Somalia is not a mean, envious na- 
tion; we freexy, openly and proudly aknowledge our gratitude, we heart.tly sa- 
lu hose who assist us frafernally just as we resolutely condemn those who 
d continue to harm our cause. The positive roie of the USSR 
will rie be recorded in our history. Thus the assert'ons that Somalia and 
the USSR are parting company should be seen 1n the context of those whose :n- 

E i) jus the effective implimentation of the 'deais and object.ves 








The Secretary-General recal.ed that the Somal'a of 1977 15 а matured, re- 
volutonry society. The revolution and its institutions, the SRSP and the So- 
cial organisations, have prepared the revolutionary masses by organising the'r 
activities and by raising their pol.tical conciousness. Accord'ngly, recent im- 
perialist propaganda faithful:y echoed by :ts coffee-shop agents meets a politi- 
cally matured cl'mate. Nevertheless, the struggle continues and Јааће Siyad 
called on the artists and inte‘lectuais to redouble them efforts in order to effec- 
tvey sence all sorts of imperialist propaganda drums. 


THE CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN 
AND ARAB HEAD OF STATES 


During the month of March, the Independent African and Arab head of 
States met in the City of Cairo as a result of the proposal of Somalia during 
the conference of Arab League in Rabat, in 1973, since then the Secretary Gene- 
ral of the SRSP had been persuading the concerned head of states to stage this 
conference. 





It is unquestionable that the interests and objectives which African and 
Arab people share are many. Both people have similar history, im particular 
that of colonialism, neo-co:onialism and inter-dependent economy which is a prey 
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of international imperialism. The imperialists had devided and diverted the 
African and Arab people from their common interests and instead created hostili- 
ty m order to gain their own ends. 


But from the beginning of the seventies it became clear to them that the 
prejudice they had against cach other, was a result of bourgeojs news media pro- 
paganda, consequently it became "nev:table to most to have urgent mutua: under 
записе, 1 also became clear to them that if every nation sees crucial events si- 
mply asa matter of internal affairs they will in the long run become economical- 
ly. politically and strategically an easy prey of internat.onl нпремалѕт 
On фе part of the Arabs, the history of Palestine, Lebanon, the problem of Egy- 
pt and Syria suffer from and similar others depict the individual destruction of 
each and the division of their land. 


On the other hand the colonised part of Africa and the neo-colonised part 
have a whole history of continuous oppression, invasion and assassination 
of. ieadiug figures, preminent among them being Lumumba, Amical 
Cabral, Eduardo Mondlene, Marian Nguab: and who will be the 
next? This clearly shows how the disunity of these nations facilitates the easy 
‘ntrusion of the "mperzausts to the extent of assassinations and coup-d’etats 
whenever other means are axhauted. 


These experiences have made the concerned parties concious of their indis 
pensbihty and from then on they start meetings in order to develop confidence 
within each other. The African Countries became aware of the danger of Israe- 
Fs zionist policy to the middle East Peace, the question of Palestine and the stand 
of the Arab Nations on this Issue, like wise, the Arab nations became aware of 
the oppression in South Africa and the problems of development in Africa. 

The case being so, imperia‘.sm has not given up yet, it has tried to convince 
many African countries that their economic problems resulted from Arab activi- 
пев on the other hand. It has made the Arab coun/ries to beheve that the African 
Countreis have started а commercial alliance with the intent of getting oil and 
hard currency. 


Therefore this conference had a great significance as mentioned by the Sec- 
retary General. It played a great role in erasing the misunderstanding and sus- 
Picion created between the African and Arab nations. The only weapon the 
Arab and African people have is: alliance of the two 1n solving econom' c pro- 
blems and in confronting the enemy of both. 


As is well known i 15 hard to achieve independence but it is harder to safe- 
guard it. Only those who have the economic capability to produce modern wea- 
pons can afford that; none of the Arab or African nation have the ability to do so 
*n order to safeguard them sovereignty and therefore deveiop their economy 
peacefully, it is imperative for them to use the only weapon they have; their for- 
се of alliance and here lies the potent'alit'es of ће Cairo Conference. 
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SK] THE PARIS TALKS ON JIBUTI 


The Conference at Paris taking place besween different partles of the Libe- 
ration Movement of the French Somali Coast and the French Colonia‘ists might 
end withour success. 


A need to solve the following points necessitated the Conference:- 


1) Naming the exact date of the referedum with which the people wil 
decide on their independence. 


2) Fixing the exact date of independence. 


3) Discussing with the French Government whatever economic aid trey 
are prepared to give to rebuild the economy of the country after inde- 
pendence. 


After the conference continued for some time, resolving only preliminary 
matters. The French colonialists come up with some propositions with wh'ch 
they wanted to fuifil their well known policy of «Divide and rule». They star- 
ted to play with the tribal and regional issue in an effort to weaken the unity 
of the Jabuti people and in particular the L:berat.on movement parties at the 
conference. This rendered the conference unsuccessful so far. 


Among the points that fhe colonial French Government raised at the con- 
ference: 


1) They proposed to divide the Parliamentary seats on tribal regional gro- 
unds, (after they failed to divide the people in tthe Somaii Coast). 


2) Th French coionialists presented their long-sought military base pian 
in a more subtle form calling it g force safeguarding the security and | 
sovereignty of Jibuti. They claim that they will gradually reduce its 
numbers if it could be repiaced by ап equivatent force of the newly 
independen/ state. (This ıs what Somalia and all the peace loving 
countries in the world were fighting against and wii? never consent 
to such an act undermining the independence of the Somali Coast 
(Jibuti) before it is born). 


The Coloniallists, however hard they try, will never succeeded to stop the 
straggle of the Jibergtion forces in the Somali Coast, and it is with the people 
thar the matter lies now, with the whole hearted and committed support of the 
Somali people and their Government assisted by ali the peace :oving progressive 
countries of the Worid. 
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Political, Social and Economic affairs 








Somali Women have played a 
significant role in the struggie 
for national liberation. They were 
active participants and suppo 
ters of the varicus nationalist po- 
litical parties. They сате out in 
full support for the October 21st, 
1969 Revolution that openzd 
é Lislist path for Somalia. 














The Somali Revolution under- 
stood the need to organise the 
revolutionary masses. Thus, as 
early as 1972 a political office 
was created under the Presidency 
of the Supreme Revolutionary 
Council. This office opened bran- 
ches all over the country. Un- 
der these branches, the rcvolutio- 
пагу orientations centres there 
were committees set up for wor- 
kers, youth. women and the 
Guulwade (Victory pioneers). The 
political office helped to lay the 
basis for the creation cf a van- 
guard Party and social (mass) or- 
ganization. 












The Vanguard party, the Somali 
Revolutionary Socialist Party, was 
founded on July 1st, 1976. Du- 
ring the sittings of the CC of the 
SRSP, the question of further de- 
veloping the social organisations 
was tackled. During the 3rd ple- 
nary Session of the central Com- 
mittee, the Secretary-General’s re- 
port stated as follows: 





THE FOUNDING CONGRESS OF THE SOMALI 


WOMEN ORGANISATION 


«The Party should also Бе livn- 
ked to the masses through m 
and organizing them. There- 
| cur Party should pay consi- 
derable attention to the task of 
improving the structures and fun- 
ctions of our social and mass or- 
ganisations... The Social Organi- 
sation (Workers, Youth, Women) 
require new laws and program- 
mes for the execution of their 
tasks. These should go hand in 
hand with the programme and 
the statute of the Somali Revolu- 
tionary Socialist Party. Democr: 
tic centralism, ticism and 
criticism should be ma 
























rational principles of the 
nisations». 





Accordingly specific resolutions 
were drafted which led to the 
formations of task-forces charged 
with the responsiblity of prepa- 
ring documents and making arran- 
gements for the holding of foun- 
ding congresses for Somali Wo- 
men Workers and Youths. 








Tle Founding Congress for the 
Somali Women Democratic Orga- 
nisation took place during Mar- 
ch 4th to 6th, 1977. A total of 
500 aclegates from all the dis- 
tricts and regions of the Somali 
Democratic Republic participated 
as founding members. Guest de- 
legation from some friendly coun- 
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By Fadumo M. Abdisalaam 


tries and international organisa- 
tions were present at the Cong- 
ress: a delegation from the Wo- 
men of the Somali Coast (Jibuti), 
from the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganisation, from the Women’s Co- 
mmittee of the USSR, from Ws- 
men’s organisation of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic, from 
the Federation of Cuban Women, 
from the Women International 
Democratic Federation (WIDF) 
and the from the Afro-Asian Реор- 
15 Solidarity Organisation (AAP- 
SO). The Congress recieved пи- 
merous congratulatory messeges 
fm within Scmaha and > from 





iernational friends everywhere. 
The Congress heard an address . 
of the SRSP  Secretary-General 
and President of the SDR, Jaalle 
Mohamed Siyad Barre. This im- 
portant speech is reproduced in 
this issus of HALGAN. 


in 








The Congress was ably chairea 
by Jaalle Maryan Mohamud. the 
Head to the Women’s Secti of 
the SRSP Bureau Mass Mobili- 
zation. 





During its proceedings, the Сол- 
gress heard numerous reports 
from regional women delegations. 
Many of these reports dealt with 
the history of women organisation 
in the regions, the roles they have 
played in various campaigns and 
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projects — suci as the literacy cam- 
paign, the drought rehabilitation 
programme etc, Some of the re- 
ports had useful figures on wo- 
men roles in employment, educa- 
tion, cooperatives etc. Among the 
most popular reports were of wo- 
men from. the new settlement tow- 
ns, such as Sablaale. These agricul- 
tural and fishing towns were crea- 
ted as part of the drought reha5i- 
litation and transformation prog- 
ramme. 


The reading of regional reports 
was often punctuated by the sin- 
ging of patriotic and revolutionary 
songs, and the chanting of poetry. 
These poems were composed in 
traditional Somali women poetic 
form, the «Buraenbur» though so- 
me new experimental poetic forms 
were noticeable. The content of 
these poems were highly 
revolutionary, many of them dealt 
not only with issues of patriotism 
and national unity, but also with 
questions of class struggle and the 
need to build and safeguard socia- 
lism, the vanguard party etc. The 
poems and songs portrayed the 
high levels of political maturity 
attained by Somali Women since 
October, 1969. They also reflec- 
ted the diversity and unity of 
Somali Culture: 


The singing of song and the ch- 
anting of artistically composed 
revolutionary poems gave the Foun- 
ding Congress an atmosphere of 
joy, enthusiasm, energy, warmth 
and jubilation, a sort of Festival 
mood. 


The serious reading of reports 
and other Congress deliberation 
werealso punctuated by speeches 
of greetings delivered by the fo- 
reign guests present at the Con- 
gress. The Congress Secretariat al- 
so read out congratulatory 


telegrams received from friends 
at home and abroad. 


The Congress set up two com- 
mittees to study the basic docu- 
ments of the Congress and. to their 
recommendation. One Comm.ttee 
studied the Programme and ano- 
ther, the Statute for the Somali 
Women Democratic Organisation. 
The committees reported back 
to the Congress a day later, recom- 
mending the adoption of the docu- 
ments. Among these was the am- 
mendment to the effect that the 
name be the Somali Women De- 
mocratic Organisation and not 
simply the Somali Women Orga- 
nisation as originally proposed. 
The congress adopted them in una- 
nimity. These documents are com- 
mented on in this issue of HAL- 
GAN which also carries a com- 
ment on the General Report to 
the congress by Jaalle Faduma ah- 
med Alim. 


The Congress approved the se- 
lection of a 153 member Central 
Committee for the SWDO. This 
will be headed by a steering Com- 
mittee of 14 as follows: 


1. Јаше Fadumo Omar Ha- 
shi, member of CC of SRSP, Pre- 
sident of SWDO. 


2. Jaalle Marian Yussuf Moha- 
mud, First Vice-Presidvnt. 


3. Нама Kammuldin, Second 
Vice-President. 


4. Sahra Ahmed Sahlan, Sec- 
detary of Orientation and propa- 
ganda. 

5. Jaalle Rakia Haji Duale, Se- 
eretary of Education and Training 

6. Jaalle Ulumo Abd.rahman 
Ma,allin, Secretary of Mobilisation. 

7. Jaalle Dahabo Farah, Sec- 
retary of International Relations, 


i dc Re 


8. Jaalle Madina Mahamed 
Warsame, Secretary of Arts and 
Sports. 


9. Jaalle Fadumo Barre Yussuf 
Secretary of Women Protection 
and Nurseries. 


10. Habiba Ali Ahmed, Secre- 
tary of Adm.nistration. 

11. Jaalle Ambaro Hashi Nur. 
Sec. of Finanoal aná Economic 
Affairs. 


12. Jaalle Nurto Haji Hassan, 
Chairman of the Control and dis- 
cepline Committee. 


13. Halimo Soofe, Vice-Cha.r- 
man of the Control and Фер! пе 
Committee. 


14. Jaalle Fadumo Osman Mo- 
hamed, member cf the Control 
and Discipline Committee. 

At the concluding session of 
the Congress, representatives of 
other social organisations and of 
the Party and armed forces spoke. 
The «Young Pioneers» (Ubaxz 
Kacaanka) paraded before the 
Congress singing songs specially 
composed for the occasion. The 
Secretary-General of the CC of the 
SRSP also spoke at the conelu- 
ding session. 

March 8th 1977 became a his- 
torical day of celebrations for So- 
mal Women. At the National the- 
atre a special programme of art 
songs was held to mark the Foun- 
ding of the SWDO; large, newly 
built Maternity and children's Hos- 
pital was opened in Mogadishu, 
flowers were laid ın commemora- 
tion of Somali Women heroes, Tac 
first Somali Women Pilot womea 
flew over Mogadishu. 

Following the Congress, special 
seminars were held for the wo- 
men at the conference venue, the 
police Force Academy in Mogadi- 
shu. 
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WHEN THE SOCIETY ATTAINS THE TRUE 
SOCIALIST STATE, THE WOMEN LIKE THE 


APRIL 1977 


WORKING CLASS ACHIEVE COMPLETE EMANCIPATION „, 





Jaallayaal, 

I would ike to thank the pre- 
paratory Committees of the Ist 
Congress of the Somali Democra- 
tic Women's Crganisattion who 
have given me this opportunity of 
addressing this august gathering. 
Worthy of praise and congratula- 
tion are the leaders cf the Somali 
women who selflessly endeayou- 
red to realize the present com- 
mendable position conductive to 
the reogranisation cf the Somali 
women institutions. Further- 
more, I would also like to ex- 
tend warm  grectiogs to the wo- 
men delegates from the Regions, 
districts and villages of our coun- 
try who came here. to conscious- 
ly carry out the responsibilities 
entrusted upon them by the. таѕ- 
ses. May 1 also, in this connec- 
tion, most heartily welcome the 


Delegates from friendly countries 
who took the task of participating 
ut this historic Congress of foun- 
ding the Somali wonien organiza- 
tion on a national level. Not 
for name sake or ornamentation, 
I call this Congress а historical 
one; but it is really worthy of the 
title. This Congress marks a 
new stage of the Somali women’s 
gle, a stage that is utterly 
different in nature in potentiality, 
power and process than the past 
stages. 








It is nct unknown ` to any citi- 
zen, the various stages through 
which the Somali women's strugg- 
le has traversed in the pre-colonial 
era, during the post-independence 
and more-over during the Revolu- 
tionary era and their magnificent 
tole. In short, 2 ,зосјегу is comp- 
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letely inconceivable without takinz 
into account the female sector. 
They are the ones who give rise 
то life, and are dedicated to the 
upbringing of the young genera- 
tions. 


Ever since the ancient societies, 
with the ensuing and concurrent 
battles, antzgonisms and struggles, 
the women have always been on 
the constructive siae. They al- 
ways took charge of herding the 
livestock, the rearing of childten; 
ond the proper management of the 
family life. 





Even when the society has split 
up into opposing classes’ compri- 
sing of honest workers living on 
the toil of their labour and the ex- 
ploiting class, the women were 
kent on the human side and love 
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for human respect and human dig- 


nity. 


The Somali women have never 
failed to fulfil their historic mis- 
sion. Prior to the colonisation of 
our country, when the Somali pa- 
triots led by Ahmed Gurey the So- 
mali women were defending 
the forefront of those bat- 
tles. And in the just war wa- 
ged by the Dervishes ed by the 
national hero Sayid Mohamed Ab- 
dulla Hassan against the colonial 
forces, the role of the Scmali Wo- 
men is well recorded in history. 
Furthermore, during World War 
11 when the independence Parties 
were struggling against the colo- 
nial powers and for the indepe- 
dence and the national unity ої 
our dismembered < country, many 
of us were real witness to the ho- 
nourable stand taken by the So- 
mai women. If I may go little 
further, I would rightly say that 
no victory could have been at all 
won over our enemies without the 
appreciable and indispensible role 
payed by the Somali Women. The- 
re has, indeed, never been a barri- 
cade by the militants in which 


the women did not bring all the 
necessary requisites, nor a Warran- 
ting news about the enemies man- 
cuvers which they did not partake 
in laying it bare, nor a contribu- 
tion or donation for the cause ої 
liberation in which they did not 
substantially subscribe to, nor а 
spot of bloody confrontation in 
which they did not risk their .ives 
in. 

This is bow our independence 
was won. During the nine years 
that preceded the Revolution, the- 
re is hardly any commendable acki 
¿vement worthy of recall Per- 
haps, one can say that the only 
thing that could be noted as 
praise-worthy was if some one, or 
even for that matter a group of 
people, have abstained from hinde- 
ring the progress of the nation by 
tuking a passive stand towards the 
disservice being meted to the na- 
tion. The country has been be- 
trayed; its wea.th looted; its peop- 
le divided and set against each 
other; everywhere therc was de- 
ception, " All < this. notwithstaa- 
ding, yet we challenge anyone to 





cite a single female example "who | 


has manifested treachery and cor- 
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ruption, or even given up. 

In the post Revo.ution period, 
the effectivencss of the Somali wo- 
men's participation, their convic- 
tion and dedication is'too eloquent 
for words to tell. Е 


In reviewing how the Somali 
women came forwerd to the edi- 
fication of the Revolution, how 
rclentlessy ths d every risk 
i| blame, 1 sometimes wonder 
that the true strength of our Re- 
yolution has been the Somali wo- 
Ou the. dawn of the. Revo- 
У vast majority of. those 
up the streets waving 
leaves, congratulating 
the new move were the women. 
The construction of the orientation 
centres in the villages, districts and 
regions of the country were prima- 
rily built by the women’s untiring 
effects. And even at tke present 
times, it is the women who ge- 
nerate the activities in these quar- 
ters. The role cf the women a.- 
so remains unequalled whenever 
there is a call. for a self-help sc- 
heme ог a campaign of recons- 
truction. In al. the social organi- 
zations, there is always a thick 
collection of them. 1 am at ti- 
mes perplexed to think if there is 
if at all a single anti-revolutionary 
Somali women. How negligible, 
if at all! How honourous and great 
is the reward of those that disp.a- 
yed such a glorious duty with such 
а zeal and undaunting courage. 
In many occasions and so often 
they had been paid with ingratitu- 
ae and undeserved despise, They 
had been discriminated against; 
ihey had been looked down upon; 
from her birth time the girls are 
regarded as unequal to the boys; 
the women are burdened with all 
the tedious tasks of the family; 
they are deprived of the right of 
schoc.ing and education; isolated 
from partaking in important mee- 
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tings, never taught any skill wor- 
thy of their humanity Upon 
reaching adulthood. the girl iə 
forced upon marriage with 8 stran- 
ger against her own will, and 
who in turn can divorce her on 
his cwn whims anc desires whene- 
ver he feels like, thus .eaving her 
in the wilderness 
As can be testified 
by this long and bitter history none 
ever tells ber to refrain when 
joining the bitter struggle fer the 
nation, none tells her to keep 
her donations when the neea ari- 
ses, none tells her to keep aloof 
when seeking information of the 
enemy’s tactics and machinations; 
but whenever she speaks of her 
emancipaticn and birth - right all 
voices cry for loud to remind her 
that after al. she is a woman and 
should not dare to speak up. 


Being honest with ourselves, do 
vur Halimas, Fatimas, Khadijas 
and all our women deserve such a 
misdeed from us? Why should we 
raise the Hassans, Hirsi, and Moha- 
meds above them? Have they not 
been borne by the same mother 
and born in nine months a.l? Why 
should the schooling be shut on 
their faces, which the sons are en- 
thused and assisted to enjoy? Why 
should they be kept impoverished 
of higher skill, which our sons at- 
tend to acquire? 


Such repressive measures against 
the women is part ard parcel of 
the general exp.oitation and op- 
pression based on class. 


When this problem is compre- 
hensively understood, and the so- 
ciety is transformed into the so 
cialist stage, then only are the 
women, like the working c.ass, 
completely emancipated. Only then 
can they enjoy both «quality and 
justice. Since women ere fully a- 
ware of the direction of progress 


of society, they are a.ways on the 
side that works fcr the bettcrment 
of their living conditions, for up- 
holding their human rights. That 
is why Феу fully support the Re- 
volution, the working class as their 
aly, and the socialist system as 
their guide. 


In the Capitalist countries, whe- 
reo f biy wedge is drawn between 
the working class and the wo- 
nc, where the women are iso 
latcd from the class struggle by 
a.l sorts of devices and deceptions, 
where they are denied every right, 
where they are ironically told they 
possess everything, where they arc 
considered as an instrument of 
confort and sexual pleasure, whe- 
re they are regarded as a beautiful 
portrait to admire, the progressive 
women are often affected with 
confusion and dismay which 
knows no bounds. Then they wa- 
ge a war that is far from class 
nature. They strugg.e against all 
their male partner, both justly and 
unjustly They go against all and 
sundry, both those who are with 
them and those who are their real 
exploiters under the mistaken сот- 
cept of «feminism», their catch- 
word being «0 women .... it is опу 
you to unite expecting no hand 
from any body else...» 


We believe that this dilemma 
coud te solved. Socialism offers 
the right solution. It is the ony 
system that correctly appraised the 
different problems and difficulties 
being encountered. It is the on- 
ly system that equates both men 
and women. It is the omy sys- 
tem that shuns and fights against 
all forms of discrimination of what 
ever nature. It is the only system 
that rejects and rebuffs aggres- 
sion and leads the society 
into genuine social justice. Ever 
since the inception of the 21st Oc- 


tcber Revolution we labouriously 
sought to achieve equality for wo- 
men, just as we sought to bring 
medical care and we.lfare for all, 
education end freedom from want 
for all, and to restore human dig- 
nity for al the members of our se- 
ciety. 

How mach has been realized? 
A.though everything has not been 
attained as yet, we can proudly 
say we have achieved a great deal. 
(he first measure has been that 
loud саһ urging women to come 
forward, to leave those dark quar- 
ters to which they had been confi- 
ned; to forgo fa.se ornamentation 
and to rally their forces behind 
the Revo;ution, to work for the 
upholding of the Revolution, to 
nurse it, to rear it, and to streng- 
then the Revolution that seeks 
nothing but to serve their interests 
ond that of Somali masses. It shou- 
ld always be borne in mind that 
the Revouution is constanly being 
endangered by those that aim at 
attacking your rights and at wor- 
sening your living conditions these 
are colonialism, reaction, the big 
gluttincus bourgeoisie, the false 
religious men, and the self-centred 
opportunists. They all have to 
be checked. 


Because «lf you are not alert 
you will be swept by the tide. The 
infidels wil thrash upon you at 
their thresholds. Unsane it is to 
lay beds for those who harness 
hatred for your country, 


The blaze I set aflame Is for 
your salvation. 


Subsequent to this step was that 
all the schoo.s througout the coun- 
try were opened for all on an equ- 
al footing, rendering complete en- 
ccuragement to the female young- 
sters. Both boys and gins were 


HALGAN 


APRIL 1977 





for the first time given co-educa- 
tion, with the same uriform, the 
same text book, the same examina- 
tion and the same care and consi- 
deration. 


In another fie.d, which is that 
of grames and sports, both sexes 
have been given equal opportunity 
& this has enabled the Somali girl 
to even win trophies in Interna- 
tional Sports competitions. Locally 
there is not a singe spot where 
the gir.s does not enjoy the same 
footing ir. the field of sport whe- 
ther by way of training or compe- 
tition as her male counter-part. 
In fact, the Somali girls has attain- 
ed a standard in this fjeld which 
many countries often eye with en- 
vy. As for the social rights, the So 
mali Women have been put on an 
equa footing with the men as re- 
gards work, wages ana .eave. Ma- 
ternity privileges аге also gratned 
in full to the Somali woman. The 
problems of marriage, divorce and 
inheritance had been among the 
hardest ones to tackle. This has 
been due to the age-oid traditions 
and obsolete customs that gover- 
ned the society for a long time. 
However, this has also been suc- 
cessfully put right, and the Soma- 
li women have today a family sta- 
tute that in every way defends 
their rights. 


Highlighting all these progressi- 
ve measure, was the founding of 
the Somali Revolutionary socialist 
Party, in which the Somali womea 
have  unflinchingly worked to 
bring irto light. I must admit that 
their praise worthy contribution 
has been due to the oppression 
and discrimination they had been 
subjected to. Their growing con- 
sciousness, owing to the oppres- 
sion, made them aware that the 
Party is right. I am not betraying 


a secret, if I am to assure you that 
the female members among foun- 
ders of the SRSP Party exceeds 
50% . They have deserved it 
rightly for they worked for it and 
every one is witness to that fact. 

At this stage, despite the sincere 
efforts and forwara march, yet in 
the absence of ап organization 
that pools together ideas and acti- 
vities; it is evident that our for- 
ces would be scattered and  par- 
tjally wasted through such notions 
as «І will do things as I deem ri- 
ght, and what I say is the right 
thing». Thus it became imperative 
to lay the foundation for social or- 
ganizations at a national level as 
has been outlined by the SRSP. 
These social organizations include: 
The Workers organization, the wo- 
men organization, and the youth 
organization. These are the reser- 
ve army of our politica] Party. 
"These social organizatjons are the 
ones entrusted with the heavy 
task of implementing the — Party's 
principles, the propagation of its 
theory, and the educatjon of its 
cadres. 

Although the foundation of the 
social organizations is a matter of 
vital importance to the promotion 
of our society, the first to be esta- 
blished is the national womens’ 
organizations, in which we have 
the honour to be present today. 
We are confident that the esta- 
blishment of the womens’ organi- 
zations will render their role more 
effectively, their organizatioa 
more apt, and their task more fru- 
itful, because they are the sour- 
ces of our society and every mem- 
ber owes them due debts and 
obligation on account of birth and 
lineal heritage, Today that their 
organization has been founded, 
the immensity of their role and 
their potentiality is indeed imme- 
asurable. 
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Since the duty of the women's 
organization is not confined to the 
promotion of one sector 
of the society, but is ап. active 
participant of the global develop- 
ment of society I can rightly staie 
that their role is tri-folded: First 
of all the women's organization has 
to struggle for ihe defence of the 
Revolution, the implementation of 
the principles of the revolution and 
the further strengthening of 
the consolidation of the main ob- 
jectives of the Party ina form 
Compatible with the present coa- 
citions. The programme of 
the Party and its constitution 
ought to be safeguarded, promo- 
ted and taught to every conscien- 
tious citizen who should im- 
bibe them and understand them 
thoroughly. The women should al- 
so actively participate in the in- 
crease of the national production 
for the overall development of our 
society. ЈЕ goes without saying 
that the development of our eco- 
nomy is based upon the promotion 
of our production which in its turn 
depends on self-sacrifice and hard 
fruitful labour. Indeed, our wo- 
men can never be limited to the 
art of beautification at the pre- 
sent circumstances. We are 
sure this stage is attainable but it 
is not the opportune time for them 
now. Presently, it is the time for 
hard determination, the time for 
sacrifice, for the common interest 
of our people. It is, in short, the 
period when we should look up to 
the women in the socialist coun- 
tries and the example they rightly 
set for us by way of their dedica- 
tion and devotion for the further- 
ance of the cause of the society as 
a whole. 


The National organization of 
the Somali women is now faced 
with the ultimate task of fulfilling 
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its sacred mission in a manner mo- 
st becoming of their true persona- 
lity. Allow me to reiterate this so 
that a lesson is rightly driven ho- 
me: Work not performed is pro- 
duction foregone. So that every 
women is enabled tot fulfill ће 
function, the organization of the 
Somali Women ought to be well 
equipped and well strutured, 


In this context, the most effective 
weapon is her revolutionary edu- 
cation. Those of them who have 
already attained a certain level 
should be improved and taught the 
specific conditions in which we 
live, and the rest should be brou- 
ght to the essential stage of com- 
prehending our national objectives. 


Comardes, missed education 
means lost cadre, a step to the rear 
This education need not necessa- 
rily be in the sphere of politics, 
it also exhibits itself in the serious 
promotion of the rural areas, the 
continuation of mass iliteracy 
campaign or for that matter the 
imporvement of the lot of the or- 
dinary Somali family. Until this 
time, we are not honesily sufficient 
in the female type-writters, not to 
speak of our dire need for doctors, 
nurses, teachers, sports women, 
and those who should raise our 
economies to the desired effect. 


АП these deficiencies can be ар- 
tly overcome by strictly adhering 
and abiding faithfully to the cons- 
titution and the programme of the 
Party. The women organivation, 
we are sure, сап realise all this 
by their collaboration with the 
youth and workers organization 
and their strict adherence % the 
party norms and principles in ev- 
ery quarter and districst. 


Comardes, it is in ^ colectivity 
that lies our strength. No single 
finger can wash a whole face, as 
the Somali saying goes. The 50- 
cial organizations should be united 
should work together and should 
be linked to the party whole hear- 
tedly. 


It is only through this way that 
we can overcome our enemy, can 
win over the misled, can thwart 
the opponent and check the arro- 
gant opportunist who is driven by 
personal unlimited greed. 


This should never be absent fr- 
om our minds in whatever circum- 
stances. In our potentially rich 
country which needs only to be 
developed, there are those gree- 
dy individuals whose appetites 
ever remain unsatiated, who seek 
to discourage and demoralize othe- 
rs, who incite them to flee the 





country for better wages. Hones- 
tly speaking, these are the ones 
who serve their own  avaricious 
gains in a form worse than the 
bcurgeosie, because the bourgeo- 
sie, although standing for 
their materialist gains yet they try 
to capilalize within their coun- 
try itself, unlike these naive, mean 
and enimical elements. 


It is an undisputable fact, that 
these people will creep on their 
knee tomorrow when they see that 
new gains and horizons have 
licen realised. Be aware, dear co- 
mrades, from these enimical ele- 
ments. Make sure that they аге 
not among your sons, your relatives 
and they should have no relation- 
ship whatsoever with you. 


The National Somali Women's 
organization should struggle to 
win over to their side all the ele- 
ments they can win for the cause 
of the Revolution through which- 
ever method is deemed opportune 
and suitable, be it by way of orie- 
Dtation or education etc. 


Comrades, allow me once agaln 
to extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
all those who partook in the pre- 
paration of this Congress and all 
those who participated in its pro- 
cess and success. 





SOMALI WOMENS’ REPORT 


At the Founding Congress of the 
Somah Women,s Democratic Orga- 
nisation, а General Report оп So- 
mali Women was presented. This 
brief article hopes to capture some 
of the highlights of that report. 

The General Report depicts the 
historical role of Somalı Women 
from a revolutionary perspective. It 


puts the question of Women wi- 
thin the general framework of the 
problems facing our society as a 
whole. It does not accept the atte- 
mpt to deal with women issues wi- 
thout a real socioeconomic and 
historical context. 

The Report surveys the histori- 
cal гоје played by Somai women 


eda 


By Fadumo Axmed Alim 


during the precolorial era. The 
role women played 1n the pre-colo- 
nial mode of production largely 
determined their cultural and social 
role. The coming of :mperialism, 
the partition and colonisation of 
Somalia introduced forms of class 
and racial exploitation that engen- 
dered inequality thereby the situa- 
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tion of women worsened. Particu- 
заг examples are cited i,e the cases 
of forced-]abour settlements. 


Somali women therefore came to 
understand the need for a struggle 
against impenalism. They came to 
constitute an important resource 
for nationaiist political parties such 
as the Somali Youth League foun- 
ded in 1943. In the anti-colontal 
struggle of Jannuary lith 1943, 
Somali Women played heroic rows 
as symbolized by the death on that 
day of Somali woman agitator, Ha- 
wa Osman «Taako». 


Political independence in 1960. 
did not iead to genuine socio-eco- 
nomic liberation. Instead. ап era 
of capitalist oriented opportunism 
prevailed, women lost the promi- 
sing gams earned during the natio- 
nalist struggles. Patriotic women 
played important roves in the acti- 
vities that exposed the neo-colonial 
regimes. 


The coming of the October 21st 
1969 Revolution opened up a new 
chapter in the history of Somali 
women. Women were now freeen- 
couraged to participate in the cons- 
tructive task connected with the 
Revolution. They played an act.ve- 
roie in the campaigns against triba- 
lism, the campaigns for peace апа 
security. The 1970 declaration that 
the Somali Revolution will be gui- 
ded by the theory of Scientific So- 
cialism, further strengthened the 
need to organise Somaii women in 
order to liberate them as they help 
to liberate their society from neo- 
-colonialism and — underdevelop- 
ment. 


Somali women payed active ro- 
les in the various self-help projects, 
construction of centres, schools, 
hospitals, roads, irrigation canals, 


sand dune contro: etc. In carrying 
out these tasks, they came to earn 
the respect of their society as à 
whole. They also gained self-confi- 
dence, political and organisational 
maturity. 


By 1972, the Politica Office of 
the Presidency of the Supreme Re- 
volutionary Council, became highly 
involved in the task of mobilizing 
and organizing Somali workers, 
youth and womer. All over the 
country, orientation centres were 
set-up, in these women's committees 
played prominent roles. Thus mo- 
bilized, Somali women came to 
participate as juries, as community 
leaders and so forth. 


Seminars and training projects 
were undertaken to improve their 
knowledge and skills. They were 
thus better prepared to contribute 
to the Rural Development and lite- 
racy Campaign. 5000 women par- 
ticipated as literacy campaign ins- 
tructorg. About 426,192 wo- 
men (mainly in rural areas) beca- 
me literate as a result of this can- 
paign. Somali women won interna- 
tional recognition for their contri- 
bution, the Women's International 
Democratic. Federation awarded 
them the «Krupskaya» Silver Me- 
dalin Lisbon, November. 1976, 

Somali women have made great 
gains in education and employment. 
They are now also able to work in 
jobs that were previously barred 
from them. During 1968-69, the 
total number of students was 58, 
439 out of which 8,253 only w.re 
women. The figures for 1975-76 
show that out of а tota: of 226,563 
students, 176,588 are female; out 
of a total teacher population of 5. 
553, women teachers number 
1,195. Rapid increases are noted at 
the level of secondary and univer- 
sity education. 
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A Socialist revolution pays great 
head to the question of invoiving 
women in production. Various agri- 
cultural projects have increased 
possibilities for women. also the 
armed forces and administration 
etc. 


Progressive labour legislation has 
been enacted to fa:ilitate for wor- 
king mothers. This matter is lin- 
Кес to that of nurseries and better 
health care, all these are tasks to 
be promoted by tne SWDO, Somali 
women have also come to play pro- 
minent roles ın sports and the ar- 
ts as a result of possibilities facili- 
tated by the Revolution. 


The revolutionary Marriage and 
Family law enacted in 1972 paved 
the way for greater equality in ma- 
tters involving marriage, divorce 
aud inheritance. 


The General Report also reviews 
the international activities of Soma- 
li women. They have held meeting 
and demonstrations in support of 
their international friends fghüng 
against imperialism, colonialism 
neo-colonialism, Apartheid, Racism 
nonism fighting for peace, progress 
under socialism. Somali women 
play an active role in such organi- 
sations as the pan-African Women 
Organisation, the generat organisa- 
tion of Arab Women, the womer 
International Democaratic Federa- 
tion and the Afro-Asian peoples 
Solidarity Organisation. They have 
participated in various interntional 
gathering, During 1975, declared 
International women’s Year, they 
hosted a Pan-African Women's 
Conference in preparation for the 
Mexico-City and Berlin gatherings. 
They pariticpated actively at the 
Mexico United Nations sponsored 
International women’s Year Confe- 
rence. Somalia was chosen among 
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the five nations that prepared the 
orginal draft of the «Mexico Dec- 
laration on International Women,s 
Year» adopted in July 1975. Duri- 
ng October, 1975 at the Berlin wo- 
rld Congress on International wo- 
men’s year, Somalia served as the 
rapporteur for the First Commission 
and was among the five nations 
chosed to read a general declaratio- 
n over world-wide television. Soma 
lia is also an executive Bureau 
member of WIDF. These and 


other activities have given Somali 
women greater political maturity 
and experience. 

Somali women have played 
prominent role in connection with 
the founding of the Somali Revo- 
lutionary Socialist Party in July, 
1976.63 per cent of the founding 
members of the SRSP are women. 
SRSP cells register women activis- 
ts as 75 per cent of their total; the 
figures are 60 per cent and 40 per 
cent respectively for party organs 


at the district and regional LeveLs. 

The Third Session of the CC 
of the SRSP decided wisely to 
set up mechanisms that would fa- 
cilitate the further development 
of revolutionary mass organisa- 
tion following the establishment 
of our vanguard Party. The Ge- 
пета] Report read et the Foun- 
ding Congress of the SWDO pla- 
ces this decision and its imple- 
lmentation within its concrete 
historical context. 





А COMMENTARY 
PROGRAMME 


By Sahra Salhaan, Secretary of Infermation and Propaganda of the SWDO, 


This article presents a brief ove- 
rview of the programme and statu- 
te adopted at the founding cong- 
ress of the Somali Women Democ- 
ratic Organisation. 


The Programme has г conden- 
sed historical perspective. It su- 
mmarises the world situation, the 
situation in Africa and in Somalia 
in order to present a concrete anal- 
ysis of the struggles & objectives 
of Somali womea. The method of 
analysis and tie principles proclai- 
med in the Programme are those 
of scientific Socialism as applied 
to fit cur conditions. The Progra- 
mme recalls the progressive jnter- 
national Democratic federation, 
founded in Paris, November 1975. 
The WIDF today helps to coordi- 
nate the activities of over 250 mil- 
lion women in over 100 count- 
ries. The progressive democratic 
struggle for women’s rights led to, 
for example, the united Nations 
declaring 1975 as international 
Women year, The Programme di- 
ѕсиѕѕеѕ the struggles of African 
& Arab women within the con- 


ON THE SWDO 
AND STATUTE 


text of the progressive internatio- 
ral women movement, 


The historical synopsis of So- 
mali womer. struggles follows & 
this leads up to the October 1969 
Revolution and the formation of 
the section of the Women’s Poli- 
tical Office of SRC, Branches were 
formed all over the country & the- 
se laid the foundation for the pre- 
sent SWDO. The tasks carried out 
between 1969 and 1977 include 
the followjng: 


1. Raising womens’ political 
consciousness, 
2.,The mobilization and orga- 


nisation of women efforts. 


3. The preparations for establi- 
shing a Somali women’s Organi- 
sation, 


4. Implimentatjon and conso- 
lidation of scientific socialist ide- 


ology. 


5. Achievement of a progres- 
sjve marriage and family code. 
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6. Realization of women de- 
velopment in economic affairs. 


The programme of the SWDO 
goes on to spell our Somali women 
objectives within the framework 
of the SRSP, in matters of the 
есопоту, jnternal & external af- 
fairs & in social mat.ers. In eco- 
nomic affgirs it places emphasis 
on fulfilling the objectives of na- 
tjonal economic planning and in 
supporting effectively the estab- 
lishments of all «урез of coopera- 
tive societies. А major task for 
the SWDO 15 that of mobilizing 
and preparing housc-wives for pro- 
ductive employment, 


The SWDO will struggte vo inc- 
rease the political awareness of its 
members. It will prepare cadres 
for the SRSP gs well as function 
asa popular base linking the 
SRSP with the revolu.ionary mas- 
ses. It will put emphasis on the 
propagation of scientific socialist 
ideology among Somali women. It 
will struggle to unite Somali wo- 
men & to free those still under the 
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yoke of colonialism. It will strug- 
gle against opportunism, corrup- 
tion, wibalism, nepotism bureauc- 
ratjsm etc. The SWDO will urge 
its members to increase produc- 
tion. It will propagate the prin- 
ciple & practice of Democraic 
Centralism. 


In foreign affairs, Ме SWDO 
Programme supports the principles 
of socialist internationalism. It 
condemns imperialism, coloniz- 
lism, neo-colonialism, racism, Ap- 
artheid & Zionism. Iv expresses 
support for all those struggling for 
liberation such as the people of 
Namibia, South Africa, Zimbabwe 
& the Arab people of palestine. 
The SWDO will strengthen rela- 
tions with progressive women or- 
ganisetions everywhere particularly 
with those in Socialits countries 


Turning to Social affairs, he. 
programme talks of the need to 
strengthen the — ix.plimentation of 
the new  revoluionary marriage 
and family code; the need to ex- 
рапа the establishment of rurser- 
ies; to strengthen women's partici- 


paion in a permanent literacy ca- 
mpaign & tc ackieve greater prog- 
réss in women education & emplo- 
yment at all levels. 


Тће SWDO pledges to struggle 
against evil social practices (gamb- 
ling, deliquency etc: It plans to 
spare no efforts to raise the heal- 
th standards of women & chii 
aren. The SWDO will cooperate 
with other social organisations in 
carrying ouv its tasks. 


This then, is a brief highlight on 
the salient aspects of the SWDO 
Programme. 


The SWDO statute or сопбући- 
tion explains the role of the orga- 
nisation as one of the leading so- 
cial organisations chat link the ma- 
sses with the SRSP, ‘The statute 
lays the aims and structure of 
the SWDO. The congre:s is the 
crucial institution to be held once 
every three years. The congress 
elects the National Committee wi- 
ch elects the Steering Commitee 
(or Executive Bureau) and the 
Central Committee for Inspecion 
and Control. The SWDO is to ha- 


ve Regional & Di:trict organs as 
well as branches et village and 
neighboured levels. The SWDO 
will ucilise the principles of damo- 
cratic centralism, lower organs re- 
porting systematically to higher 
organs ete. The SWDO is cpen 
to any Somali women provided 
she pts its programme & satu- 
te, has reached 18 years of age and 
pays her entrance & membership 
fees. An application for member- 
ship to be addressed to any SW- 
DO cell which will discuss & уске 
on the admission of a new member, 





The statute of the SWDO sum- 
marises aims & objectives of che 
organisation. These have essenti- 
ally been covered in discussing 
the programme, accordingly we 
should avoid repeating hem. 


The SWDO symbol consists of 
a woman bearing a child while 
holding a hoe or: one hand & a 


gun on the other. The hoe sym- 
bolises the need to increase produ- 
«ion while the gun symbolizes the 
need to be ready to defend the 
country & the Revolution. 
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Hamar is the other name for 
the historical city of Mogadishu, 
the capital of the Somali Democ- 
ratic Republic. 


Hamar is an ancient city that 
used to exist as an independent 
city — state. It has come under 
the influence of various regimes; 
it experienced both. Italian and 
British colonialism. 


Hamar is a fast - growing city. The 
Revolution of 1969 has placed 
Hamar’s development under a 
planned scheme. The city now 
has beautiful paved roads, 
historical monuments, public gar- 
dens; it is a well-lighted city sup- 
plied with clean water. It is con- 
sidered to be one of the cleanest 
cities in Africa. 


Тће expansion in the sheer size 
and population of the city (cut- 
rently over 300,000 inhabitants) 
has caused a great strain on its 
transportation system. Hamar  to- 
day counts a number of new far- 
flung districts such as Karan, 
Wadajir ,Yaqshid, Medina etc. 


Hamar is a lively city — poe 
ple going to work, to visit friends, 
to hospitals, to schools, to adult 
schools, to cinemas, to the theatres 
etc. These activities require re- 
gular cheap means of transport. 
Insufficient transport causes work 
Gelays, worries and difficuit:es, 
especially during the hot period of 
the year. 


[PROBLEMS OF DAILY LIFE 
ORTAGE OF TRANSPORT IN HAMAR 


THE BUS SECTOR: 


Hamar’s transportation system 
includes a public bus services sec- 
tor. In 1972, 12 buses were im- 
ported bringing them to a total of 
32, but only 16 of them are fun- 
ction:ng at present. The adminis- 
tration concerned declared that 
50 more buses have been or- 
dered, 25 of which will be deiiver- 
ed soon. In future, they plan to 
run bus services in shifts, 25 buses 
for early shift. This sector needs 
to be vastly expanded and depen- 
dable services covering all main 
city routes and districts. 


THE TAXI SECTOR: 


Hamar had 772 taxis, presently 
only 700 are functioning, the rest 
are in workshops for lack of spa- 
те parts. FIAT Company has 
been nationalized. The new Az 
ency vehicles and spare parts is 
still suffering from problems of 
infancy. Much has to be done to 
ensure the importation of adequate 
transport means and their repair 
parts. 


The manager of the Taxi Co 
operative claims that the problem 
is due to logistics, while working 
people crowd along the major roa- 
ds, fleets of Tax.’s may be observed 
at their pools such as at Shabele 
or Ceelgaab. He claims that Shi- 
bis is the only district that has ba- 
lanced transport. The other dis- 
tricts of the city must make efforts 
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to achleve self-sufficiency. It js 
also necessary for the  bus-sector, 
to arrange its services in order to 
relieve transport pressures during 
rush hours, 


MINISTRY AND AGENCY FOR 
TRANSPORT: 


It is also important for all go- 
vernment Ministries and Agencies 
to realize the role they have to pl- 
ay in relieving this mass problem. 
They have to use their transport 
vehicle funds to secure the benefit 
of the many and not the few. Var- 
ious agencies with means to buy 
big passenger vehicles have boug- 
ht beautiful small cars which can 
only benefit the few heads of such 
establishments. This practice needs 
to be examined, criticized ^ and 
changed. 


(a) The public bus system needs 
io be expanded in a systema- 
tic planned way. 


b) The logistic of transport rush 
hours, districts, routes ana t.- 
mes — must be carefully scr- 
utinized and reorganized. 


(c) Agencies gnd Ministries must 
realize their role of securing 
social transport, not luxury 
cars for a few. 


(d) Traffic and other regulations 
must be re-examined and en- 
forced to guarantee pulic sa- 
fety in our fastly expanding 
city. 
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ARTY LIFE 





The Fisrst Congress for the 
Foundation of the Somali Wo- 
men Democratic Organization 
started in Mogadishu on the 
8th March 1977. This date also 
coincides with the International 
Women's Day. А day of great 
historical significance, when 
the inalienable rights and so- 
cial status of women was іпе- 
vitably recognized. 

The Congress chaired by 
Maryan Yusuf adopted а cons- 
titution of 21 articles, Delega- 
tes from all over the country 
read their report in the Cong- 
ress. Among the topics discussd 
in the Congress were; the necs- 
ssity of the formation of the 
Organization, strengthening wo- 
men cooperation in opposition 
in opposition against all acts 
hindering the march of the 
Revolution, promoting wo 
men’s handicraft cooperatives, 
safeguarding and fulfijling the 
family law and in general their 
role in the ecnomic self-suffici- 
ency that Somalia is striving 
for. 

The Congress also heard 
speeches of Congratulatjon from 
the delegates of women organi- 
zation of the socialist countries 
and other progressive women 
orgenjzations, Among the corg- 
ratulators qere also representa- 
tives from the Somali Youta 
organization, workers, armea 
forced and Victory Pioneers. 

In the ciosjng ceremony of 
the foundation of the Somali 





THE FOUNDING CONGRESS OF THE SOMALI 


WOMEN ORGANISATION 





Women Democratic Organiza- 
tion, the Secretary General of 
S.R.S.P. Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Barre delivered a speech comp- 
limenting the Зотај Women 
for the enthusiasm and revolu- 
tionary spirjt revealed during 
the Congress. 


He pointed out Ше 
great role played by So- 
mali Women in the struggle for 
jndepdence will for ever be 
depicted on the pages of So- 
mali history. This martyrdom 
is epitomjzed by Hawo Osmar 
Tako in the hands of the colo- 





5 revoutionary era 
the retomo of the Somali 
women’s rights is evidenced by 
their participation in ail spheres 
of government admjnistration, 
promulgation of the family Jaw 
and favourable employment 


opportunities given to them. In 


ma 1D 





an earljer speech Siad «The So- 
mali Women jn this revolutio- 
anry era play a major role from 
national consruction to carrying 
the gun for the country's defen- 

a, tilling the land to house kee- 
ing ... When I declare this 
we have in mind that freedom 
must be built from the family 
base. The home must be libera- 
ted, women must be emancipa- 
ted, children must be freed, the 
society must be byilt from the 
base. Everytaing has a founda- 
tion, society needs buiding from 
the base. The Somali 
Revolution has broken the Jast 
с 











ins of serfdom and expicita- 
tion from the Somali women in 
the belief that no society, ho- 
wever advanced сап  achjeve 
all-round iasting progress when 
at Jeast half of its members 
(Women fo]k) are tethered un- 
der oppressive social conditions. 
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The Conference on Workers 


and Peasants 


Alliance of Western Region 


Alliance of Workers and Peasan- 
ts opened in the town of Har- 
geiga, the capital of the North- 
Western Region on the 21st of 
February, 1977. 


This Corference, was atten- 
ded by 2000 representatives 
from Cooperatives small pea- 
sants, social organisations, he- 
ads of ministries and agencies 
of the North-Western Region. 
The delegates delivered about 
80 reports in which they discu- 
ssed about what has been done 
and should be done for the de- 
velopment of the country. 


This successful Conference 
ended after six days. The Cha- 
irman of the Cooperatives Bu- 
reau of the Central Committee 
of the Somali Revolutionary 
Socialist Party, Jaatle Warsa- 
me Abdillaahi Ali and the Cha- 
irman of the Agricultural Bure- 
au of the Central Committee of 
the. SRSP, Jaaile Ahmed Mo- 
hamed Duale attended the Con- 
fence. 





Jaalle Warsame, who closea 
the Conference emphasised the 
significance of workers and 
peasants alliance in strengths- 
ning the foundation of the 
SRSP. 


Jaalie Ahmed Mohamed Du- 
ale spoke about the importance 
of agriculture and livestock iu 
the development of national 





economy. | tes participated. 

The Conference was corclu- 
ded with the issuing of 37 points 
which concern the development 


Jaalic Bile Rafle, member 
of CC of SRSP and Secretery 
of SRSP for North-Western 
Region talked on tke good or- 
ganisation of the ^ Conference 
and how constructively delega- | 


of the economy, investments ir. 
agricu:tural and the promotion 
of cooperatives. 





JHE IST CONFERENCE OF THE WORKERS AND 
PEASANTS ALLIANCE OF SANAG REGION. 


The 1st Conference of the 
Workers and Peasants Alliance 
cf Sanag region took place 
the orientation centre «Okto- 
ber» a subdistrict in Erigabo, 
ended on the 18th of March. 

The Conference which lasted 


сепсе, fishing and petty - tre- 
ders cooperatives. 

The members of the con- 
ference discussed isgues which 
included the increase of pro- 
duction in agriculture, live-pro- 
and commerce. 


















| 
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three days jnvolved 2,000 vc- They issued 19 points which 
presentatives from workers, d scuss dev :t of the 
peasants, women, youth organi- region and the as a 


whole. 


sations and agriculture, frankin- 


CC INSPECTION OF THE REGIONS IN CONNECTION WI- 
TH THE FORMATION OFSCCIAL ORGANIZATIONS. 





The Central Committee of | 
the Somali Revolutionary Soci- | 
alist Party met in an extraordi- | 
nary session on the 24th of 
March. The session was conc- 
luded with reso:utions for the 
formation of social organizati- 
ons for Women , Workers and 
Youth, consequently delegates 
led by the members of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the SRSP 
went to different regions of the 
country. The objectives of sendi- 
ng the delegates are outlined 15 
the Programme of the Soma.i 


Revolutionary Socialist Party. 


We are all aware that for se- 
veral months now, party Commi- 
ttees of the regions and distric- 
ts were in operation. Accordi- 
ngly, the delegates were also 
assigned to go to the regions to 
inspect how Party work is go- 
ing on. 


The delegates will inspect 
how the work of national is 





(Continued to page 43) 
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WORLD AFFAIRS 
THE CONFERENCE OF AFRICAN 
AND ARAB HE/D OF STATES | 











Тће first Conference of African 
and Arab Head of states and 
Governments was held in Cairo 
during March 7-9. 1977. Even du- 
ring the preliminary meetings of 
the Foreign ministers, the impe- 
rialist media tried either to ignore 
or undermine the forthcoming Co- 
nference. 

Time wili disclose the full 
implications of this historic gat- 
hering. In any case the present as- 
sessment is that the Conference 
was very successful in that it has 
strengthened Afro-Arab anti-impe- 
rialist Solidarity. 

The meeting has resuited from 
the need to solidify the united 
front against Israeli aggression in 
the north and the domination of 
the apartheid racist regimes in the 
South. 

Among the important resolu- 
tions of the Conference we may 
list the following:- 


(A) ON ECONOMIC ISSUES. 


The oi:-rich Arab States pro 
mised to assist the develop- 
ment of African economies 
by extending financial aid 
amounting to 10,499 million 
Doilars. 
The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia will provide 1000 
mihion dollars, Kuwait 240 
milion dollars, Qatar 77 
million doilars and the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates 135 mil- 
lion doilars. Kuwait also de. 
clared an allotment of 200 





sd 


поп doilars for low inte- 
rest :oans to African States 
through bilateral channels: 
Kuwait aiso increased its 
contribution to the Arab Fu- 
nd, it will also add ten mil- 
lion dollars to its deposit in 
the African Development 
Bank based in Abidjan. Va- 
rious important technical 
projects being undertaker 
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in African countries will re- 
ceive Kuwait funds to the 
tune of 10 mition dollars, 
Kuwait and Qatar will cont- 
ribute one million dollars 
each to African Liberation 
Movements. 
The United Arab Emirates 
declared its intention to add 
100 miliion dolars to the 
Abu-Dhabai Fund for Afri- 
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ean Development, at the 
same time it will increase its 
share in the Arab Fund for 
African Development, it 
will deposit 10 million dal- 
Jars in the African Develop- 
ment Bank and wil reserve 
; another 5 million dollars for 
t special research projects wi- 
thin African countries. 
B) — On Political Issues. 
The Conference adopted 
а strong deciaration upholding the 
policy of non-allignment, peacefu: 
co-existence, the establishment of 
just bilateral relations between sta 
tes encompassing equal and fair 
trade and economic relations, res- 
pect for national severeignty and 
non-interference in the internal af- 
fairs of other countries. 


The Conference aso deccared 
strong support for the right of sell- 
determination and for the need to 
solve international problems реасе- 
fully. It emphasised the neea to 
increase the struggle against impe- 
rialism, colonialism, Apartheid anc 
Zionism. It strongly condemned 
ai; forms of racism and discrimina. 
tion whether based on colour or 
religion as experienced by the pe- 
oples of Southern Africa, the peop- 
les of Palestine and of the Israeli 
occupied Arab Territories. 

The Conference expressed full 
support for African and Arab ре- 
oples, with special emphasis on the 
just struggle of the peoples of Pa- 
lestine, Zimbabwe, Namibia. South 
Africa апа the French Somali Coa- 
st (Jibuti). 


The Meeting condemned im- 
perislist racist military, political 
and economic aggression commit- 
ted in open violation of the natio- 
па] sovereignty of African and 
Arab states, for example, the ag- 
gression against Angola, Mozambi- 
que, Zambia, and of course Іѕгае:! 


attacks against Egypt, Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon. 

The Conference caced for ап 
increase in both material and mo- 
ralsupport for those states constan- 
tly endagered by imperialist attacks 
ana also for the mobilisation of all 
efforts intened to isolate economi- 
саћу and pozitically the unjust re- 
gimes of Israel, South-Africa and 
Rhodesia. 

The meeting also discussed the 
question of mercenaries employed 
by imperialists against African and 
Arab States and recommended pra- 
ctical steps to be taken to resolve 
the problems. 

С) — Ап Afro-Arab Co-opera- 
tion Programme. 

The Conference also issued a 
broad programme invoíving econo- 
mic and other aspects of coopera- 
tion between Arab and African Sta. 
tes in the form of a .ong-term plan. 
Among other things it points to 
the need for the joint exploration 
and exploitation of natural resour- 
ces in order to reach higher levels 
of development. The Conference al- 
so provided ways and means of 
institutionalising Afro-Arab Soli- 
darity. It set up a permanent Com 
mittee of 24 ministers charged with 
the responsibility of facisitating and 
supervising the implementation 
of the decisions .A part of this 
Committee ‘will be chosen through 
the mechanism of the organization 
of African Unity and the other pa- 
rt through that of the Arab League; 
the committee will meet twice a 
year. A full-scale meeting of minis- 

ers of Arab and African countries 
wil, be held at ieast once in every 
18 months. 

The future success of this coo- 
peraticn depends on the seriousness 
with which African and Arab lea- 
ders assume their resposibilities. 
The objectve development of the 
past and the present have created 
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the need for such anti-imperialist 
cooperation. 

The historical basis of such 
cooperation are well-known. There 
is a common Afro-Arab geography. 
In the course of historica; develop- 
ments, trade inks came to Бе es- 
tablished between the Arab and 
African worlds; and these links 
went hand in hand with cultural 
and religious ties. Imperialism wor- 
ked hard against such historical li- 
nks while pursuing its policy of di. 
vide and rue. During the strugg.e 
for self.determination, Arab and 
African Liberation movements sup- 
ported one another. Present dangers 
have increased the need for coope- 
ration. Israel penetration of Africa 
has gone hand in hand with its po- 
licy of alliance with the apartheid 
regime in South Africa. Afro-Arab 
Solidarity reached its peak in the 
early seventies when most of african 
states severed their diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel. 

A number of African and Arab 
;eaders have worked hard to create 
a tangib.e basis of cooperation апо 
solidarity. Jaalle Mohamed Siyad 
Barre, the Secretary General of 
the SRSP has pioneered for the 
reatisation of the Afro-Arab coo- 
peration. At the 11th OAU Summit 
held in Mogadishu in 1974, Jaalle 
Siyad raised to hold such a Confe- 
rence and campaigned hard for 
its rea.isation during the term of 
his chairmanshp of the O.A.U. U- 
pon his return from this historic 
Afro-Arab gathering in Cairo, the 
Secretary General of SRSP confide 
ntly described the Growing succes- 
ses of the conference. the strong 
basis for future cooperation anc 
collaboration of African and Arab 
people against imperialism. for 
peace, progress and development. 

He emphasised. that these suces- 
ses were achieved inspite of the 
manoeuvres of the imperialists, 
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The First Secretary of the 
Cuban Communit Party, 
President of the State 'Coun- 
cil and the Council of Min- 
sters of Republic of Cuba, 
Comrade Fidel Castro, paid 
an official friendly visit to 
Somalia from 21th to 14th 
of March at the invitation 
of Jaalle Mohamed  Siad 
Barre, Secretary General of 
the SRSP and President of 
the Somali Democratic Re- 
public. 


Born in Biran, a town 
in the Orient Province on 
the 13th of August 1926, 
Comrade Castro received 
his early education in 2 
rural school, continued his 
higher studies in Santiago 
de Cuba City and ended 
his formal education as a 
doctor of Law in Havana 
University. 


At an early age he began 
to read the writings of Jose 
Marti, the Apostle of Cu- 
ban struggle for Indepen- 
dence which shaped his 
revolutionary will to strug- 
gle for the freedom of the 
Cuban people. In 1948 to- 
gether with other students, 
he organized the Latin Am- 
erican Students’ Congress 
that was held in Bogota, 
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Colombia. In 1953 he began 
to organize the people’s ar- 
med struggle against the Ba- 
tista regime and invaded 
the Moncada headquarters 
in Santiago de Cuba City 
in July the same year. Ua- 
fortunately he was arres- 
ted and in a famous trial 
while explaining the objec- 
tives, programme and the 
ultimate victory of the Cu- 
ban people’s struggle, coined 
out the historical phrase 
«History will absolve me». 
The Batista tyranny released 
Comrade Castro and toge- 
ther whith others he emig- 
rated to Mexico where agaia 
he organized a group of 
yevolutionaries to wage а 
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guerilla war against the Ba- 
tista regime. In 1956 they 
made the historic Granma 
expedition and landed at the 
Sierra Miestra where they be- 
gan a long guerilla war 
which ended with a victory 
on the 1st of January 1959. 
Since then Comrade Castro 
led the Cuban people’s stru- 
ggle against imperialism and 
for the construction of Soci- 
alism. 


During his stay in Soma- 
lia, Jaalle Castro and Siad 
had discussion оп several 
issues concerning the prob- 
lems of national liberation 
movements, the mutual fri- 
endship of the two count. 
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ries and the new strategies 
and tatics Imperialism has 
come out with to stifle the 
progressive forces of the 
«Third World». Both leaders 
appreciated each other's st- 
ruggle for the progress of 
his people and exchanged 
experiences on the construc- 
tion of Socialism. Comrade 
Castro and his delegation 
toured around —importart 
places in the Banadir and 
Lower Shabelle region. He 
expressed his admiration 
and that of the Cuban peop- 
le for the substantial prog- 
ress since the 21st October 
1969 revolution in the con- 
solidation of genuine natio- 
nal independence and the 
democratic transformation 
of Somali society. Or the 
other hand Jaalle Siad prai- 
sed with admiration the stu- 
bborn resistance of the Cu- 


ban people against the econo- 
mic blockade of the U,S,A. 


and its allies and their prac- 





tical solidarity with the libera- 
tion movements as the case 
of Angola. 

Both parties condemned 
the inhuman practices of 
apartheid, the minority rule 
in South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Namibia, French colonialism 
in Jibuti and called for 
the intensification of the ar- 
med struggle. Both sides ag- 
reed that, to get internatio- 
nal peace and security, it is 
necessary to end all oppres- 
Sion and war propaganda 
and instead initiate detente 
which ushers a peaceful de- 
velopment to socialism. 

The visits of head of Sta- 
tes, with whom we share co- 
mmon struggle and goals dee- 
pens and crystalizes the exis- 
ting mutual relationship. The 
Communist Party of Cuba 
has a longer history and the- 
refore richer experience than 
its counterpart the Somali 
Rvolutionary Socialist Party. 
Naturally each party has its 
unique history and condition 





but always experience deter- 
mines and plays a significant 
role. Cuba and Somalia are 
both fighting underdevelop- 
ment and Comrade Castro 
has already reached the So- 
und Conclusion that it is hard 
te implement sociafism іп 
this case. It is hard because 
imperialists stifle each step 
we move foward to eradicate 
the system of dependence it 
has moulded for so long. We 
need the assistance and soli- 
darity of older socialist States 
in our struggle against reac- 
tionaries both within and wi- 
thout cur countries. The al- 
lience of the progressive for- 
ces of Cuba and Somali distr- 
ubs the imperialists and evey 
reactionary while it creates 
confidence and gives impetus 
to the progressive forces, the 


vanguard of peace, justice 
and progress. Long live the 


Cuban and Somali friend- 
ship 


PRESIDENT NUMEIRY VISITS SOMALIA 








The president of the De- 
mocratic Republic of Sudaa 
H. E. Gaafar Mohamed Nu- 
meiry made an official visit 
to the SDR, between 17th 
and 20th of March in respon- 
se to an jnvitation extended 
to him by the president of 
the Somali Democratic Re- 
public, Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Bare, 


The two presidents had 
successful talks conductea 
in a cordia: and friendly at- 
mosphere. The talks were 
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concerned with the need of 
the two brotherly nations for 
cooperating at national, regio- 
nal, and international levels. 
White di scussing questions 
of bilaterial relations, both 
parties noted with satisfac. 
tion that those relations have 
proceeded smoothly and ex- 
pressed the need for а fur- 
ther expansion of mutual co. 
peraticn in the fields of poli- 
ties, economy, trade and cul- 
ture. They also agreed to 
strengthen the relations bet- 
ween the two Parties, the 
SRSP and the SSU and the 
social organizations. 


Furthermore, they expres- 
sed satisfaction with the 
ageement reached between 
the two governments concer- 
ninig the imp:emntation of 
technical cooperation pro- 
gramme between the 
countries. 


two 


The two presjdents discus- 
sed the Red Sea issue and 
reaffirmed the need for the 
states bordering the Red Sea 
to work out a clear - cut for. 
mula to safeguard th 
ty of the area from interr 
tional rivalry and Zionist 
designs. The two presidents 
were of the opjnion that the 
security of the Red Sea is 














not isolated from the security 
of the two nations, the na- 
tions bordering the area and 
the world at :arge. They ex- 
pressed the view that peace 
on the Red Sea is linked with 
that of the Indjan Ocean 
which should be a peace- 
ful zone free from danger- 
ous weapons and strategic 
designs in compliance with 
the resolutions of the United 
Nations and the Non-a.igned 
Conferences. 


Jaalle Siad expressed his 
appreciation of presideat 
Numeiry's initiatives on the 
matter. Moreover, the two 
presidents agreed to have 
regular consultations on al! 
matters relating to the issue. 
«The crisis in the Horn of 
Africa stemmed from the na- 
ture of co.onial legacy in the 
area, since colonialism divic- 
ed the region without any re- 
gard to the nationality, so- 
vereignty and rights of the 
people Тор self determina- 
tion» maintained the two pre- 
sidents. 








Both presidents condemned 
the jnhuman acts, end the 
atrocities being committed 
against some of the peoples 
inhabiting the Horn of Afri- 
ca in contravention of the 
UN and OAU charters as 








well as the charters of other 
Islamic organizations. 


They condemned the ро- 
licy of oppressior. and depor- 
tation by French colonialism. 
in the French cclonised So- 
mali coast which is geared 
towards altering the natioaal 
entity of the Region. The lea- 
ders pointed out that such ac- 
ts will invite the further inter 
vention of foreign forces into 
the area and requested world 
nations and the OAU mer- 
ber states in particular to 
condemn and oppose these 
steps, and to safeguard the 
peace of the people in the re- 
gion. 


Speaking to  press-mea 
shortly before his departure 
president Numeiry declared 
that the purpose of his visit 
was іо exchange views with 
president Siad on matters of 
mutual benefit to the Arab 
and African states. «I have 
witnessed the radical trans- 
formatjon made by the So- 
mai people since my pre- 
vious visit, and I confirm 
that the Somali people, under 
the genuine leadership of the 
October 21, 1960 Revolu- 
tion, have today achieved a 
considerable political, econo- 
mic and socia. development» 
president Numeiry declared. 








The Taiz mini - summit 


The President of Somalia, 
Jaalle Mohamed siad Barre, 
the People’s Democratic Re- 
public of Yemen, Jaalie Sa- 
lim Rubeyz, the Yemen Arab 
Republic, Mr. Ibrahim Al- 
hamdi anc Sudan Mr. J. Nu- 
meiry, held a meeting iz 


Taiz (Y. A. R.) on the 23rd 
of March 1977. 


The presidents — discussed 
issues concerning the deve- 
lopment of the economic 
and cultural cooperation of 
their States. They also dis- 


m i = 


| 


cussed important matters 
which have special signifi. 
cance to the sovereignty of 
their respective States. Im- 
portant of all they agreed 
upon that, the Red Sea 
shouid be a zone of peace 
end they came to an agree. 
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ment towards the implemen- 
taton of this objective. This 
included the creation of joint 
technical Committee for the 
common exp:oitatjon of the 
resources by the countries 
bordering the Red Sea. They 
also called for a political and 
economic independence of 
the French Colon:sed Soma- 





li Coast. The :eaders pro- 
mised to increase their efforts 
to hold other meetings whi- 
ch will include all nations 
bordering the Red Sea. 


On his return from the 
Summit the Genera: Secre- 
tary of the SRSP and Presi- 
dent of the S.D.R. n ап in- 





terview with newsmen said 
that the objectjve of the Sum- 
mit was to duscuss the pos- 
sibilities of turning the Red 
Sea into a peace zone and 


economic problems encoun- 
tered by some Arab nations 


because of the :ncreased oil 
prices. 


The first Afro - Arab summit 


The First Afro-Arab sum- 
mit wound up early Marca 
this year and came up with 
a crucial programme based 
on the solidarity and co- 
operation between the two 
parties. The leaders came 
from 60 countries, includiag 
most of the third world’s ma- 
jor oil and raw material pro- 
ducers. The programme enco- 
mpasses aid of almost 1.5 bil. 
tion dollars to the African 
countries. А draft of final 
declaration was worked out 
during an  Afro-ministerial 
meeting last year in the Se- 
negalese capital of Dakar. It 
condomns jmperialism, colo- 
nialism, neo-colonialism, and 
apartheid policies and espe- 
cially the racia: and religious 
discrimination taking place in 
southern Africa, Palestjn and 
the occupied Arab territories. 
The draft also pledged con- 
tinued politica, diplomatic, 
materjal and moral support 
to African and Arab libera- 
tion movements recognized 
by both the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) and 
the Arab League. On fjnan- 
cial cooperation, it provided 
a bilateral long-term loans 
on the most favourable rate 
direct investment and joiat 





financial ventures. 


The summit on its final 
day signed documents on 
Afro-Arab economic and fin- 
ancial cooperation and dis- 
cussed on the ways and me- 
thods of reatizing this co 
operation. 


In his address to the sum- 
mit meeting the president of 
the Somali Democratic Re- 
public, Jaalle Mohamed Siad 
Bare, congratulated the sum- 
mit secretariat for its hard 
work jn preparing the sum- 
mit. President Siad caled 
on the participants the need 
of the immediate implemen- 
tation of the important resc- 
lutions adopted by the sum- 
mit. «The atmosphepe of 
cordiality, understanding and 
mutual respect for one ano- 
ther which characterised the 
summit througout jts sessions 
reaffirms the solidarity bet- 
ween Africa and the Ara’ 
wor:d and further contribute 
to the achievements of the 
decisions of the summit» he 
said. 


Speaking to reporters af- 
ter attending the Afro-Arab 


summit Jaalle Siad declared 
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that the summit was crowned 
with success. «I can say 
with absolute certainty that 
the summit has been success- 
ful in forging cooperation 
end solidarity between the 
two sides» stressed the presi- 
dent. «Colonialist and ix- 
perialist forces will make ef- 
forts to disintegrate Afro- 
Arab unity and cooperation 


by trying to sabotage the 
successful ^ implementation 
of the summit resolution», 


continued the president. He 
pojnted out the need for 
vigilance against imperialist 
subversion and the necessity 
for the African and Arab 
States to maintain constar.t 
consultation inen 
suring the implementation of 
the resolutions. He em- 
hasized the pivotal role of 
the the SDR, in forging Afro- 
Arab Unity and cooperation 
heid the view that thejr inter- 


est lay іп maintaining eco- 
nomic, political and social 
relations. «The geographic, 


cultural, economic and his- 
torical ties of the two sides 
makes it inevitable for them 
to wipe out colonialism and 
its lackeys» said the presj- 


dent. 
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IN MEMORY OF COMRADE MARIAN NGUABI 


The President of the People’s 
Republic of the Congo was tra- 
gically assassinated on Marca 
18th 1977, This tragic event 
was part of a Jarge scele impe- 
ralist plot aimed at overthro- 
wing the progressive regime 
of the Congo. 


Former President of Congo 
Messamba Debat, was arrested 
immediate:y after the assassina- 
tion. He has since admitted to 
the existence of a large scale 
piot to overthrow the progressi. 
ve government, party and social 
organisations and to replace 
them with a pro-imperialist re 
gime. He was sentenced to d2- 
ath. 


The vigilance of the Congo- 
lese peop:e permitted them. to 
nip this heinous plot ir. the bud. 
Unfortunately, it did поі pre. 








vent the 10ss of life of a Great 
Comrade and Leader. 


Comrade Nguabi became 
head of the Congo in 1968, fol- 
Jowing a victorious democratic 
Revolution spearheaded by the 
workers and other progressive 
e.ements. He decisively began 
to steer the Congolese anti-im- 
perialist Revolution towards so- 
cialism. He safeguarded. the 
Congo’s progressive gains at ti- 


-mes of great internal and exter. 


na] menace. The Revolution 
came to be consolidated and ad. 
vanced through the creation of 
the Congo.ese workers Party 
and progressive social organisa. 
tions for workers, youth and 
women. During the last con- 
gress of the Congolese worker: 
Party Comrade Nguabi spear- 
headed a progressive — reform 
movement aimed at fighting ieft 
and right-wing opportunists ‘п 


вез ај 








order to guarantee the Marxist- 
-Leninist orientation of the Par- 
ty. 


Under his leadership, the Con 
golese Revolution gave firm 
support to all progressive forces 
especially to those around it, 
such as the MPLA in Angola. 
Such heroic behaviour has al- 
ways exposed the Congo, to bit- 


ter imperialist propaganda and | 


activities. 


‘The Secretary-Genera] of the 
SRSP, epeaking on behalf of the 
Party, State and Soma.i masses, 
declared our sincere and heart. 
felt condolences to our Сога- 
de of the People’s Repubbtic 
of the Congo. We are deeply 
shocked and grieved by the as- 
sassination of Comrade Nguabi. 
The SRSP has sent а dejegat:on 
led by the char‘man of the SR 
SP, CC Bureau of Commerece 
ind Finance to the Congo to ex- 
press our sympathy and to par- 
icipate at the burial ceremonies. 


The assassination has рајуа- 
nized the progressive Congolese 
people. It has chailenged them 
to further tasks aimed at. safe- 
guarding the Revolution. The 
seader ig mortal, he dies, but 
the revolution and its institutio. 
ns, the Party, these are immer- 
tal. The new Pes:dent of the 
people’s Republic of the Con- 
go is comrade Co]onel Joachim 
ynombi orcang who previous- 
sy, held the title of Minister cf 
Defence. 
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IN MEMORY OF KAMAL JUMBLATT 


Assassins killed Kamal 
Jumb:att during the middle 
of the month of March on 
his way to the village of «AI- 
Muktar». He met this trage. 
dy while worried about the 
future of Lebanon, at the 
same time being aware of the 
inevitalbe victory of the де- 
mocratic nation of Lebanon. 
This death has left deep sor- 
row and anger among the for- 
ces of progress on the other 
hand leaving joy and hap- 
piness among the forces agai- 
nst independence, democracy 
and peace. 
among the forces against in- 


The absence of Kama: Jum 
blatt from this bitter class 
struggle does not only affect 
Lebanon and the Arab: Wor- 
Id but all the nationa: libera- 
tion movements. He has a 
clean and noble history whi- 
ch is part and parcel of the 
struggle of the Lebanese mas- 
ses. For not ‘ess then forty 
years, he was jnvolved in a 
struggle to ensure the expec- 
tations and hopes of the Le- 
banese people who were 
devided according to colonia- 
list interests utilizing reli- 
gion, triba: and ethnic issues 
etc. Kamal played a big 
role in the unity of the pro- 
gressive parties of the Arab 
people, especially of the Pa- 
lestinian Liberation Organj- 
zation. 


That is why he was against 
the ethnic and retigious grou- 
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pings in Lebanon, agejnst 
the extermination of Pales- 
tinians and against puppets 
of international imperialism. 


The bitter struggle he wa- 
ged against the forces of re- 
action, the confidence ће hed 
in the ability of the working 
masses and the strong tie he 
had with the progressive 
world made it jmperative for 
him to become the leading 
figure in the vanguard move- 
ments of the Lebanese strug- 
ge. 


If we look back at the life 
of Kamei Jumblatt we find 
that he belonged to an aris- 
tocratic family. But he 
transcended his class back- 
ground and fought for the 
interests of the working peo- 
р:е. This clearly shows how 
committed and objective he 
was in his ideas and struggle. 
He founded his own party 
«Lebanon's Progressive So- 
cialist Party» which coope- 
rated and worked with other 
revolutionary parties. 


It is without doubt that 
the death of Jumbiatt is tne 
work of reactionary forces, 
Zionists and international im- 
perialists with the aim of 
stifling the liberation move- 
ments of the Arab peopie es- 
pecially of Palestine, the pro- 
gressive regimes and the pea- 
ce negotiations going on in 
Lebanon and Geneva in or- 
der to stop the war in Le 
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banon, a phenomenon which 
serves the interests of Israel 
and international imperia- 
lism. 'There are various me- 
thods imperialists use to pur- 
sue their intentions, the assa- 
ssination of national and pro- 
gressive leaders is among 
such methods. 


Jumblatt was killed at ti- 
me when he was indjspensi- 
ble. Let us ask ourselves, 
wil: the death of Jumblett 
stop the revolutionary move- 
ments of the Lebanese mas- 
ses? 


It is true that Jumblatt 
has been shot when he was 
indispensible, at a time 
when his absence will be 
felt, but this does not mean 
the end of the Lebanese 
people's struggle. Experien- 
ce has proved that in a real 
struggle the existing subjec- 
tive condition does not end 
with the leader who hel- 
ped to build ig; in 
this case the esteemed Kamal 
Jumblatt of Lebanon. The 
The same condition can ргос- 
uce more brave and capabie 
leadership. The emphasis 
on the basic role of the mas- 
ses does not mean denying 
the important role of the lea- 
der та struggle. A leader 
like Jumblatt enhances the 
movement of history and it 
is for sure that the aims and 
ideas he was fighting for will 
triumph. Kamal Jumblatt 
will live forever, hijs ideas 
are immortal. 
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In the previous issue of Halgan 
we have discussed the scientific 
theory of Lenin’s principles of the 
leadership of the Party of a New 
Type. In this issue we shall discuss 
the fundamental rules of the Par- 
ty of the New Type. 


The revolutionary theory of 
Marxism- Lninism is the basic the- 
ory that leads to the formation of 
the Party of the New Type. The 
unity of its members enables the 
Party to fulfil its scientific pro- 
gramme, stragtegy and tactics. His- 
torical experience has proved that 
capitalism and all other previous 
socio-economic formation have hin- 
dered the development of mankind. 
But this will vanish out through re- 
volution and humanity will get 
into a new socio-economic forma- 
tion; socialism which will put to 
an end all exploitation and oppres- 
sion. 


The only means that ensures 
a iransition to socialism is throu- 
gh a revolutionary transformation 
of the society under the leadership 
of the working class with a Party of 
the New Type. A party which is 
different froma all bourgeois par- 
ties. 


The Gneral Secretary of the 
SRSP Jaalle Siad explained the ob- 
jective nature of the historical pro- 
cess, in his speech at the founding 
Congress of the SRSP and he said: 


THEORETICAL 


ISSUES 


THE LENINIST NORMS 


OF PARTY LIFE 


«Today, in the last quarter of the 
20th Centurey we undoubtedly ex- 
perience that Socialism is taking 
the upper hand and capitalism 15 
fading away, we experience the for- 
mation of the world socialistt sys- 
tem, the strongest force of our epo- 
ch, the working class in the capi- 
talist countries is gaining more suc- 
cess in its relentless struggle. The 
colonial system has disintegrated 
and is approaching its final collap- 
se, while the national liberation mo- 
vements are becoming a big force 
in the world Revolutionary Move- 
ment». 


Abolition of the exploitation 
of men could only be realised by 
the working people. Here lies the 
importance of the party's link 
with the toiling masses іп giving 
them directives and guidance for 
the socialist Ma- 
king a revolution is a necessary con- 
dition for reshaping the life of a 
new society, yet consolidating and 
undertaking a revolution is not an 
easy task it needs a well discipli- 
ned organisation. 


transformation. 


The foundation of Somali Re- 
volutionary Socialist Party gave the 
objectives of the 21st October Re- 
volution a qualitative content. 

In order to fulfil the Party Pro- 
gramme and the 
goals to be attained. it is neces- 
sary for party members to obey the 
fundamental norms and regula- 


remote 
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By Yusuf Suieiman 


tions of the party. The Party of 


the New Typehas certain norms 
which are necessary to be followed. 
These norms arose out of the histori- 
cal development of society and the 
specific objective conditions direc- 
ted by the creative talents of V. I. 
Lenin. 


The iron discipline of the 
party lays the basis of party life, 
moulds its organisational structure 
and working programme. The above 
mentioned is embodied in the Sø- 
mali Revolutionary Socialist Party, 
which is, a Party of New Type. If 
these norms are not strictly follo- 
wed, the Party will inevitably disin- 


tegrate and opportunist elements 
will have the means to  infiltrate 
into the. party ranks and the 
party norms will loose its effect 


upon the organisational principle 
of the Party. The relation of party 
norms to its organisational princi- 
ple determines Party life. 


The striet observanee of the 
Party norms by the members and 
its social organisation reflects the 
following characteristies:- 


(i) the honesty, capability and 
activeness of party cadres. (ii) Тће 
advanced descipline and organisa- 
tion. (iii) The unity of theory and 
practice by the party members. 

The norms of party life differ 
according to the relation they have 
with:- 
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1. The membership of the party, 
its rights and duties 

2. The party organisational me- 
thod, especially the principle 
of democratic Centralism. 

3. The assurance of party unity. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE PARTY 
OF THE NEW TYPE:- 


The capability, activeness, the 
unity and interdependence of the 
party. members and the social orga- 
nisation's ability to mix with and in- 
fluence the masses depends on the 
quantity, quality, discipline, the 
idelogical maturity, and the politi- 
cal awreness of the party members. 
The correctness of the party policy, 
its capability of fulfilling its his- 
torical mission of leading the wor- 
king masses who are 
always ready to build a socialist 
society, is greatly determined by 
the understanding and the organi- 
sation of its members, that is why 
membership is of great significance 
for the unity of the Party of the 
New Type. 


The Somali Revolutionary So- 
cialist Party gives more emphasis 
to the development of the quality 
of the new members, the accelera- 
tion of their activeness and respon- 
sibility, which makes members fol- 
low and respect its norms and re- 
gulations. It is specified out in the 
Statute that, to be a member of 
the Party one should strictly obser- 


ve the following norms:- 


(i) To accept Party Programme 
and Statute 

(ii) To participate actively in the 

socialist construction. 

(iii) To participate in one: of the 
cell’s activities. 

(iv) To implement Party resolu- 
tions and 

(v) To pay the Party subscrip- 
tions regularly. 


The first article of Party mem- 
bership is to accept the Party Pro- 
gramme and Statute which зресі- 
fies scientifically the vssence, po- 
litical out look, the immediate and 
remote objectives of the Party. It 
further points out the various ways 
of its realisation. The membecr’s 
acceptance of the Party Program- 
me indicates the belief and confi- 
dence a member has in the objecti- 
ves and 
party. Ву his 
will one participates with other 


aspirations of the 
own fme 


members and social organisations 
in coneretizing the Programme. The 
second aspect which increases the 
importance of accepting the Party 
Programme is the fact that it is 
specified that the pillars and the 
organisational, ideolgical and the 
tactical measures of the Party is 
based on the Marxist-Leninist the- 
ory. The Party cannot fulfill its 
tasks without a common ideology 
that unites all its members:- «with- 
out a common ideology, the party 
will have no value or meaning» 
Lenin said (V. I. Lenin Vol 14 Pa- 
ge 120). The acceptance of the 
Party Programme  embodiss the 
class identity of the member, his 
confidence in the SRSP and his re- 
volutionary world outlook. This 
clearly shows that accepting the Par 
ty Programme is not an easy or su- 
perficial act but an ideological iden- 
tification of old and new members 
which compells members to fulfil 
the objectives of Һе Party 
Programme. Since the 
Party of the New Type clearly 
defines its objective stand, only 
those who devote themselves to the 
implementation of its Programme 
can be a member. Yet a common 
ideology by party members 15 not 
enough, their ideas, actions, theory, 
practice and ideological organisa- 
tions must prove to be of the same 
identity. Engels declared that:- 


— 30 — 


APRIL 1977 


«There is no party that can fulfil 
its tasks without its own organisa- 
tion.» 


We can uderstand from the ab- 
ove the necessity of the unity of 
theory and practice. There. can 
be no organisation without certain 
rules that direct and concretize its 
day to day objectives. These rules 
will be the connecting link of 
the different activities of the party 
members. That is why it became 
imperative for the Party to provide 
in addition to the programme a sta- 
tute directing the daily life of the 
party. 


Acceptance of the Party Statute 
means that, the incoming member 
has on voluntary basis accepted to 
implement the tasks, aims and ob- 
jectives of the Party and is fully 
aware of its correctns and as a re- 
sult willingly accepts every article 
in the Statute, 


What are the advantages of the 
Statute? The Statute makes it easy 
to unite the objectives of Party 
members. It also creates affection 
and mutual understanding between 
them. The vital point of all is par- 
ty discipline which is to be strictly 
followed and respected. If there is 
no strict discipline the Party cannot 
play its role of leading, organising 
and mobilizing the working masses. 
Therefore it is worth stressing that 
accepting and understading the Par- 
ty Statute is as important and vital 
as accepting its Programme. The 
Programme and the Statute togeth- 
er from the basic theoretical and 
organizational unity of the Party 
as well as the unity of action in 
party leadership, 


The relation a member has to 
the Party Constitution and Program 
me determines a member’s partisan- 
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ship. V.I Lenin said; «Тһе 
line that separates the party mem- 
bers from non-party members is the 
party programme, its tactical deci- 
sion and constitution. Any mem- 
ber who does not comply with th: 
party programme and statute, will 
go beyond this line and therefore 
automatically looses his member- 
ship». 

The second article of Party 
membership is to belong to one of 
the party cells and participte in its 
acttivities. This article has impor- 
tance for the Party in general and 
for each individual member in par- 
ticular. What advantages does it 
have for the Party- First of all the 
Party will be in a position to orga- 
nise and direct the task of every 
socialist oriented person, supervise 
the activities of all the party tasks. 
It will take advantage of the knwo- 
ledge, experience and the activen- 
ess of the members in a ballanced 
way and therefore have the chance 


to make sure that the socialists are 
1 





implementing the duties ent 
to them for being members. The 
work one does within the Party cel- 
is and in social organsiations deter- 
mines how socialist a member is, 
his understanding, capability and 
self-sacrifice. The Party cannot di:- 
regard the duty of being responsi- 
ble for the control of cach and ev: 
ry member. Experience us 
proved that, the parties whi- 
ch have neglected this Article ha 
ve been ruined and turned into a cl- 
ub where fruitless debates 





are held. 


Participating in one of the Party 


cell activities 15 every other day 
becoming a necessary tactor in Pa- 
rty life and a real party school for 
members especially in:- 


i) . The development of political 
awareness. 
ii) The promotion of the personali- 


ty of the members and their 


tactical consciousness in the 
class struggle. 


iii) the study and preservation of 
Party work. 


A real socialist is made, tried 
and tested in the party cell. The 
cell gives him the chance to parti- 
cipate in Party work, exercising 
his rights such as the right of elec- 
ting, discussing theoretical issues 
while applying criticism and selí- 
critisim and fulfilling the given ta- 
sks. It is worth mentioning that 
the cells themselves should create 
the conditions and the duties to be 
done by the members. 


The third membership Articles 
is that members should actively 
participate in the socialist construc- 
tion. This article specifies that 
the Party should accept in its ranks 
only those who are ready to build 
а new society, people who re- 
serve no effort for the eradication 
of exploitation and the construc- 
tion of the material base for a new 
society, members who are an 
example in the implementation 
and consolidation of scientific 50- 
cialism. 


A good example are the SRSP 
members, who in addition to other 
conditions have been selected accor- 
ding to their hard struggle dur- 
ing the seven (7) years of revclu- 
tionary transformation and who 
proved to be selfless in work and 
the construction of socialism. 


The fourth membership Article 
is the fulfillment of the Party dec- 
ision. The essence of this article 
is not subordination only but a 
necessity to implement Party dec- 
isions. Obeying and enforcing 
the party decision: is a basic ele- 
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ment of party membership. This 
article is part and parcel of the 
principle of democratic centralism 
which combines democracy and 
ciscipline within the Party, the 
subordination of the minority to 
the majority and the implementa- 
tion of the decisions of the higher 
organs of the Party. The ехре:- 
ience of other parties have proved 
th negative consequences of ignor- 
ing this article which results out 
of misconception. A party will not 
fulfill its duties and implement its 
programme unless first it puts in- 
to action party decisions. The Ge- 
neral Secretary of the SRSP has 
often remainded party members to 
be ready and get matured for 
the implementation of party deci- 
sions at all levels. 

The fifth membership article is 
concerned with the monthly sub- 
scription. The Party of the New 
Type emerges and develops as а 
rsult of the maturity and under- 
standing of its members, it is a 
party of voluntary membership. 
The party must have funds to fin- 
ance its various activities. "The 
main sources of the party funds 
are the members monthly subscri- 
ptions, income from the party jou- 
rnals, books etc, of course mem- 
bers subscripiions is the main sou- 
rce of party funds. From its fun- 
ds the Party pays for its propagan- 
da, education, publication of jour- 
nals, books, etc and professional 
employees. 


It is imperative to pay the mon- 
thly subscribtion as due, so that 
the workers feel confident, united 
and self-reliant. 


The above mentioned norms are 
the main pilars for the im- 
plementation of scientific socia- 
lism. In the next issue I will ela- 
borate more on this subject. 
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POLITICAL. VOCABULARY 





PATRIOTISM 





PATRIOTISM — Love for 
one's country. «One of the 
most deeply ingrained sentime- 
nts inculcated by the existence 
of separate fatherland for hund- 
reds and thousand of years». 
(Lenin, Vo]. 28, P. 187). Рај- 
riotism is a result not of a ту- 
sterious «national spirit» or 
«racia; soul» as asserted by 
idealist sociologists but of de- 
finite socio-economic conditio- 
ns. It is a historical phenome- 
non which has different coa- 
tent in different epochs. 


Patriotism acquired special 
importance in the epoch of 
emerging capitalism as nations 
and national states were for- 
med. Today in the newly inde- 
pendent countries of Africa 
and Asia, patriotism has its 
content and importance. These 
people are stugg:ing for their 
independence, economical and 





cultural development, iiquida- 
tion of the vestiges of colonia- 
lism:and . reunification of the 
ration which had been shatta 
red and divided by co:oniatism. 


In the capitalist society, the 
further development and agg- 
ravation of antagonism of cla. 
sses increasingly revealed the 
falsity and hypocrisy of the 
patriotism of the bourgeoisie 
who places profit and «the 
safe-guarding of the aliance of 
the capitalists of all countries 
against the working class» 
(Lenin Vol. 27, P. 366). 


In order to be saved from the. 
aggravation of class antoganjsm 
in their societies, and to :ncul- 
cate the spirit of patriotism in 
tke people for the national prog- 
ress, the newly freed countries 
from colsniallsm should choose 
scientific socialism as a guiding 





ideology. 


Only the classes connested 
with progressive tendencies of 
Societal development can truly 
express the nato'na] interests. 
In bourgeois society, such cla. 
sses and, therefore, real patrio- 
ts are the working masses and 
above all the proletariat. The 
working class fighting for the 
revoiutionary remaking of sou 
ciety and building of socialism 
exp esses the deepest national 
interests of its country, of the 
entire people. It is oniy the so- 
cialist society that the working 
people for the first time gain a 
true fatheriand. This gives rise 
to new socialist patriotism, 
which becomes one of the dri. 
ving forces of the new society. 


Socialist patriotism is inseve- 
rably bound up with pro:eta- 
rian internatiolsm:. 1 








NATIONALISM 


Nation — A historically for- 
med community of people. A 
nation is distinguished first of 
all by common matenal condi- 
tions of life: territory and econo- 
mic life; community of lan- 
guage, psychological make-up 
ana also certain traits of natio- 
nal character, manifested ın the 
national specifies of its culture. 





Nationalism — At the stage 
of the nattonal liberation mo- 





vement, Marxism cons.ders na- 
toinalism hisorically justified to 
support the nationalism of the 
oppressed nation, which has a 
general democrat.c content (an- 
tiimperialism, striving for po- 
litical and economic indepen- 
dence.) In this case natsonalism 
is an aspiration and devotion 
to the interest of ones own 
nation. 

Nationalism developed in the 
process of formation of nat.ons 
which was accompanied by the 
emergence of national 1angua- 
ges, cultures, the moulding of 
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а specjal natiorel psychology 
and national sentiments. 


Bourgeois and reformust ide- 
ologists and revisionists utilise 
nationalism as refined means 
for stifling the class conscious- 
ness of the working people, 
splitting the international wor- 
king class movement and justif- 
ying colonialism and wars bet- 
ween nations. Nationalism is 
acceptable in any form to the 
working people, whose interes- 
ts are expressed only by prole- 
tarian internationalism. 
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The national question should 
be approached hustorically, be- 
cause its content and importan- 
ce are not the same in different 
epochs. In the period of the em- 
ergence of nations, the natic- 
nal question involved the ove- 
rthrow of feudalism and libe- 
ration from foreign national op- 
pression. In the epoch of impe- 
rialism the national question 
has become an inter-state prob- 
lem and has merged with the 


PROLETARIAN 


The ideology of the interna- 
tional solidarity of the proe- 
tarian and :abouring people of 
ali countries is one of the basic 
ideological princip.es by which 
the working class and its party 
are guided. The idea of proleta- 
rian internationalism was first 
enunciated by Marx and Engles 
in THE MANIFESTO OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY, whi- 
ch proved the class interests of 
the workers of al: countries in 
the struggle for liberation from 
capitaligm. The essence of pro- 
letarian internationalism is ex. 
pressed in the s:ogan «Working 
men of al countries, Unite!!» 
The working class of every na- 
tion cannot regard its struggle 
disassociated from the proleta- 
riat (1) of other nations, for its 
enemy is not only the bourgeoi- 
sie of its own country but a]s- 
the bourgeosie of other coun- 











general problem of liberating 
the colonial peoples and has 
developed into a national colo- 
nial question. As the  Lenjnist 
concept of national question 
asserts. in a national questicn 
ch used to oppress and colonise 
other nations if a true socia 
list revolution takes place in 
that country, the national and 
colonial question has to be sol- 
ved on the basis of self deter- 
mination of nations and the 


tries. In proletarian internatio- 
nalism the :ove of the proleta- 
riat for its country, the desire 
to see it free from class and 
other kind of oppression, to see 
that all the vestiges of colonia. 
ligm are completely wiped out, 
is integrally bound up with the 
support of the struggle of tne 
working people of other coun- 
tries for peace, democracy anc 
socialism. 


A sccrnful attitude to other 
nations even small ones, is alien 
to pro.etarian internationa:ism, 
for every nation makes its own. 
contribution to world culture. 
One of the manifestation, of 
proletarian internationalism in 
contemporary conditions is the 


friendship, solidarity and- mu- 


tual help of the worid revo.u- 
tionary foroes:- 


= 
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right of the working poeple, 
and other progressive forces 
has to respected, otherwise 


the proclamation of that coun- 
try for socialism is nothing ra- 
ther than false hypocrisy and 
empty slogans. 


Only the socialist system 
could solve the national ques- 
tio, establish _ epuality of 


nations and remove the social 


roots of oppression. 


INTERNATIONALISM 


— World socialist system; 


— National liberation Move- 
ments; 


— Working class of the са. 
pitalist world; 


Support of the working class 
of the capitalist countries for 
their victory over capitalism 
and to build socialism in their 
countries, support for the peo. 
ples of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America who gained their poli- 
tica: independence in comple. 
ting their national liberation are 
among the most important re. 
quirement of proletarian inter. 
nationali:m. 


(1) Proletariet — The working 
clas;, including especially, those 
who do not possess capital and 
must sell their iabour inorder 
to survive. 
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In the former issue of HAL- 
GAN we have discussed the basis 
from which Somali poetry deve]o- 
ped. Wie have also indicated the 
historical transformations througa 
which our society has undergone 
and the internal and exteruel cau- 
ses underlying these transforma- 
tions. Finaly, we have connected 
the emergence of patriotic poetry 
with the inception of the Somali 
national consciousness. 







Presently, we shall attempt tc 
survey the nature and chara: 
tics of the patriotic poetry app2a- 
rng during the struggles for ind 
pendence. It is a historical fact 
thet art, in the general sense, is 
the reflected experience and fec- 
lings of the artist in a literary form. 
The Somali poe: living during this 
period of the struggles for inde- 
pendence was extremely motivated 
by the constant grievances of the 
Somali people against colonialism 
and foreign oppression. Conseq- 
uently, the Somali poet became 
conscious of his new  responsibili- 
ties, at a time when a national up- 
surge bringing about new horizons, 
and the imminent approach of 
independence, have appeared on 
the scene. 

It was this same upsurge 
that have brought the Somali 
peopie together from all d.rec- 
tions. However, Ње esaLli- 
shed unity was entirely unlike al! 
its traditional precedents. The tra- 


ditional parochial callphrases of 
where are my kinsmen? were sub- 
stituted with, where are my coun- 
trymen,? New pre-occupations and 
nationalistic thoughts have 
the fore in people's observation and 
these included, for example, why 
is our country partitioned zy for- 
eign governments and outside for- 
ces? Why are we divided among 
these powers like inherited herd of 


me to 





sheep? Can’t we beoome a free na- 
tion equal vo other nations in the 
world and having our own govern- 
ment? 


These 





circumstances existing 
at the time conditioned the Soma- 


.. CULTURE AND ART 
SOMALI PATRIOTIC POETRY «PART th 


-by Rashid Sh Abd.llahi 


lis to find concrete answers for 
the above questions and to com- 
ment on the situation in their 
own words. A word could be said 
in many different ways and at 
times it may prove to be a crucial 
weapon to fight with. The latte: 
is true usua.y when it is carried 
within a poetic verse, short story 
or staged play. 


Thus, for the first, the: Soma. 
li poet had to respond іп a liter- 
ary form to the cha]lenge of rea- 
listically expressing on the hec- 
tic circumstances felt by his реор:е. 
The  resu.t of this obligation was 
the birth of a new poetry, which 
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we recognise today as the Somali 
patriotic poetry. More specifically 
a new form of poetry understood 
as «Hees»-the Somali song-which 
became a popular form appeared. 
It has been conditioned by the 
prevailing masses struggles, 
their patriotic awakening and mc- 
biisation which was largely ensu- 
red by the :eading political par- 


` ties. However, the song was по 


at all something new to the art sce. 
ne, but before now it was usually 
confined to the traditional folklo. 
re dances such as «Dh aanto», «Bo- 
torka,» «Wa.asagada», etc and to 
the specific poetry related to work 
such as the songs recited during 
watering animals and during eve- 
nirgs when tae animais arc b ing 
taken back to their shelters, in 
other words, the «Hees» is under- 
stood as a form of poetry diffs- 
ring from poetic «Gabay» in its 
meter and structure. Other poetic 
forms like the «Geeraar», «Вигааг- 
bur» and the «Guurow» have t he 
same meter structure with the 
«gabay». By and large the «Hees» 
is very often associated with rythy 
mic movements (clappirgs, etc). 





Тће form of poetry which co- 
me under this category of «Hees» 
are really numerous. We can cite 
for illustration on.y such forms as 
the «Jiifto» and «Dkaanto» whi- 
ch are based on folklore dance: 
and other forms like the camel son- 
gs, the song for the young sheeo 
(Magalay Warlaay), the «Kebed» 
song (the kebed is а rug-like struz- 
ture made of accacia fiber and co- 
loured thread put on the rocf of the 
hut for she.ter) and those emplo. 
yed when the women are making 
knots on the terminal ending of 
their «caws» (also. another. struc- 
ture like the kebed but made of 
grass and put on the sides of the 
hut for shelter) -all of the latter 


being work songs. Even though the 
Somali scngs are numerous, yet be- 
fore the inception of the new pat- 
rictio poetry they formed only two 
broad classification ie work son- 
gs and fo.klore dance 5 





The monumental contribu- 
ton. of the patriotic poetry lay in 
its capacity to change the above 
classifications of the Somaii song. 
The Somali song forthe first be- 
came applicable into new — f:e]d: 
beyond the border into which it 
was sofar confined. It transcen- 
ded these limitations and рк 
ded to discuss and portray issues 
pertaining to the social .ife of the 

eople, their thoughts and the 
politica, turmoils prevailing wi- 
thin the country. On this plane, 
the song was neither connected 
to any working activity nor wn- 
tertaining event. In point of fact, 
the song became the best tool for 
awakening and mobiising the 
people in their struggies. 








This is explained by the uni- 
que features common to this par- 
ticular poetic form. First of all, 
the song has quick and easy affi- 
nity for hearing and this is duc 
to its short meter structure and 
simple music. Secondly the song 
used to be played traditionaLy in 
а colective form or even in solo 
followed by a chorus. 


These. reasons facilitated for 
the people to sing collective songs 
while meeting into gatherings and 
discussing matters related to the 
struggles for independence. [t sho. 
uld be clear by now that such for- 
ms as the «Geeraar» and the «Bu- 
raanbur» which are variants of 
the poem and which are listened 
from. a single: person and alt that 
could be added by the. audisnce 
wes clapping jubilations, were ‘no 
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longer relevant to the context, This 
ushered in the new  historicá: role 
of the song which matched with 
the concrete realities and епађ. 
21 a wide group of people to sing 
coLectively in а rythym. The son- 
gs of this period were all popu. 
lar and carried the voice of the ре- 
ople. As а result, they had a high 
reputation among the public. To 
indicate this, we may refer to the 
following scng, thus: 


«Ay Somalis wake up from your 
slumber; 

Wake up and unite yourselves. 

And those of you who are weak 
should be helped by those that 
are strong». 


This song was not only symbo. 
ме of the deep brotherhood exis- 
ting between the people, but also 
became a crucial feature of the 
new patriotic poetry with its em. 
phasis on unity. 


The patriotic songs’ possessed 
a highly simplified diction ` fami- 
Маг to everybody, and more of- 
ten than not embodied ideas and 
wisdom close to the imaginations 
and consciousness of the people. 
This can very well be understood 
by ‘ooking at these two lines: 


«For a robbed camel 

you venture at the risk of being 

shot 

our mother land. being robbed by 

foreigners 

Can't you throw even a stone for 

it", 

The authentic patriotic feelings 
contained with this song, more 
than anything else, depict the re. 
ievance of its theme and its suita- 
bility as the dest tool for relaying 
to the masses the quest for inde- 
pendence; and the quickness with 
which the consciousness for such 
quest spread among the people 
This was ail due to the powerful 
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reciting affinity inherent in the 
nature of the Somali song - an im- 
portant qualification missing from 
our poems. 


The scope of the song was not 
confined only to those carrying 
the puplic voice and, thus, were 
collectively recited, but it procee- 
ded to a new stage when certain 
poets composed long verses of «Jiif- 
to» and «Dhaanto» of equal me- 
ter structure with the song, white 
at the same time containing within 
themse]ves the wisdom and broad 
insights originally expressed on- 
ly by the poem and nomjnaliy tra- 
ceable to the composer. Among 
the poets who spearheaaed this 
contribution within the patriotic 
poetry, and who were not really 
many of them, we can take as an 
example the iate famous poet Mo- 
hamed Ismail (Belaayo-Cas). 


Mohamed Ismail started his co- 
mposing career during the advent 
of the independence struggles and 
embarked upona new trend of 
composing songs along the — stan- 
dards of the poem. He composed 
new songs which portrayed themes 
pertinent to national inde 
pendence, coloniai oppression and 
the different aspects of the social 
iife existing under colonialism. 


As a matter of fact, the poetic 
compos'tions of Mohamed Isma- 
il had a broad scope and all the 
aspects dealt within his work is 
by no means exhaustive. Even 
though his pogery may apparently 
seem superficial when quickly 
viewed from the top, yet it is mu- 
ch deeper and can not be grasped 
by s'mply making hastly impres- 
sionistic judgements. This could 
be illustrated by the follow'ng 
lines taken from his famous song 
Take the judgement or in Somali: 
«Garta пада,» thus: 


«The man going into the grave 
himself 
In the coffin remains in tranqui- 
lity 
You are dying while still oppres- 
sed 
You Somalis take the judgement 
And what is the rationale for 
death». 
When we ccncentrate on these lij- 
nes We instantly become aware 
about the simplicity of its diction 
and the profundity of the wisdom: 
it expresses. In the same verse, he 
continued, thus: 


«If we collaborate with him for 

twenty years 

And tolerate colonialism until a 

century 

The British can never recognise 

peoples’ rights 

And since he won’t leave without 

struggle 

Independence has climbed on the 

peak of a high mountain 

Unattainable without spuring our 

horses to gallop faster». 

In point of fact, in many ins- 
tanges you will entertain the con- 
vietion that Mohamed Ismail is 
pessimistic, and have lost hope in 
real life after reading his po 
etry which is characterised by an 
imagery reflecting gloominess and 
desperation. But this in not the 
case and while his poetry posse- 
sses tinges of sadness and gloo- 
miness, yet these are blamings 
and encouragements addressed to 
his people. To substantiate this 
we may refer to his song I am in 
Grief But not Sick or in Somali 
«Ciil Баа i hayee ma qabo cudur» 
thus: 


Our chiefs, elders, and chi. 
diren All have become Senile in 
their thoughts 'There in no one 
sober among my people to share 
with my grievance lam in grief 
but not sick 


"D 


When we read the first lines, 
we easily think that the poet is 
very disappointed about his peop- 
le and had lost aji hope in them. 
But this conviction. is immedia- 
tely shattered, when we concen- 
trate on the idea conveyed by the 
repeating line at the end of each 
stanza which is «I am in grief but 
not sick». 


Mohamed Ismail was among the 
great composers and genius who 
made a monumental contribution 
in the growth and dovelopment 
of the new patriotic poetry which 
emerged during the independence 
struggles. Along with other im- 
portant poets, he freed the song 
from its narrow limits of work 
and entertainment. Even though 
the attempt was previously tried 
by Sayid Mohamed Abdulle Has- 
san, who composed long verses 
of «Jiifto», «Dhaanto» and others, 
yet there is a distinction between 
something which is merely a per- 
sonal іпійасуе and, thus, remains 
а personal exercise as was the 
case of Sayid Mohamed and some- 
thing which captures the popular 
appreciation of the whole people 
and, thus, acquires a solid mass 
foundation. The role of Mohamed 
Ismail and his companions lay in 
the latter qualification. 


As we have already mentioned, 
even though the song have taken 
the most crucial part in the awa- 
kening and mobilisation of the 
people, yet we can not underesti- 
mate the role of the poem (also 
geeraar and buraanbur included) 
which have mainfested no smal- 
ler valicity than the song within 
the context of the patriotic strug- 
gles. The broad scope in the ide- 
as, wisdom and the outlook cha- 
racterised by the poem in the old 
days was not lost at all in the 
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new patriotic poems. Their cif 
ference lay only іп the relevance 
of their themes. 

The patriotic struggles contri- 
buted to the poem new patrictic 
outlook and attitude. If we have 
already pointed out that national 
consciousness was lacking in the 
old poetry, it has become the ccr 
nerstone of the new poetry. 
it is essential to touch upon the 
new changes which have occured 
in the old construction of the poem 
as a result of the new outlook and 
Objectives with which it had to 
cope with. 

Like his counterpart, the Somali 
poet had as his tradition to serio- 
usly contemplate on life and enrich 
his experience, while at the same 
time drawing wisdom from che ex- 
yurtence of other people. This tra- 
dition itsclf was an invaluable he- 
ritage which positively helped the 
patriotic poetry. While the old 
postry was oriented towards the 
strengthening of kinship consciou. 
$ness and the mode of life exis. 
ting at the time, the patriotic poe- 
try transcended these barriers and 
more often than not levelled its 
harsh criticism and condemnation 
against tribalism, whereas, it zal- 
led upon the people for et and 
independence. 

One of the TER of the former 
s line in one of his 








em, 











verses, ie 
«Where six of you are 
Den't stop contemplating of war» 
When this poet was say:ng these 


present 


words, this particular poet was 
awakening his tribesmen. It was 
possible that another poet who 
had participated in the patric 
struggles might have uttered simi- 
sar lines, but the difference ау 
in the outlook behind their compo- 
sitions. 

Looking it from a different ang- 
le, an invaluable dimension of the 





heritage of the Somali poetry in- 
cluded its characteristics of being 
dressed in numerous symbolism: 
reflecting on many sides the hfe 
and experience of the poet, while 
at the same time newer olien d 
his theme. This was followed by 
the colerent and articulate fashion 
in which the poet established kis 
diction which gave substantial ex- 
position to the form of his poetry. 








Such heritage became a solid 
component of the partiotic poetry 
and advanced it ta а higher stage. 
To indicate this, we can refer to 
the famous poem of the late great 
hero of the patriotic struggles Co- 
mrade Ali Hussein. In a verc 
he compossed in 1951 talking in it 
about independence, ha said: 


«The glowing fire, the bursting 
thunders end the flying flames 


The banging sounds, the shat 
tered buildings and the smoking lu- 
mber.» 


In some other lines of this verse 
he said: 


Crimes are all being incurred 
for the sake of land 
Everyman is looking for an sx 
tra pasture 
Conflicts over pasture 
Are the cause of much blood- 
shed 
And those few men who defend 
their fatherland 
Only those are its isyal anc 
patriotic sons. 
But woo to them if those true 
sons are scattered for in dis- 
unity they can't break astick. 


In point of fact. itis more di- 
ficult to split th/s verse into dif- 
ferent parts and, hence, take icw 
lines for illustration. This is duc 
to the solid nature of its com- 
position and the organic integra- 


eI — 


tion of ‘ts parts where each ana 
every iine is a twin of the next 
and can not convey complete me- 
aning standing Бу itself. More 
over, the verse contains nume- 
rous imagery whichlike flood 
come one after another, until fi- 
nally the poet reaches his aim, 


thus saying: 


«Many a time did he put heavy 
loads upon 

your back like upon donkeys, 

Fight for your country, for today 


is the last day of servititude», 


The significance of Ali Hus- 
xin and many of his brethren 
poets, who had contributed tc 
the patriotic poetry 1s revealed 
by their wonderful capacity of 
comprehending the accumulated 
heritage of the Somali poetry and 
their success in applying it, whi- 
le at the same time developing an 
entirely differnt poetry from the 
previous one. A concrete exampie 
of this matter :5 the verse just in- 
dicated above. 

The Somalı literature whica 
had existed for a long бте devs. 
loped a special diction founded 
upon the specific natural envir- 
noment and sccial climate from 
which it had appeared. An im- 
portant feature of this diction 
was its abundant utilisation of 
words describing the  environme- 
nt such as the rain, the impove- 
rishment end prosperity of the 
pasture, the well—being and sta- 
rvation of the livestock, the rep. 
resentation of camels as a source 
cf wealth and prestige and the 
lion as source of strength and po- 
wer. 

Even though the patriotic po- 
сту ushered in a new diction di- 
Íferent from that of the previous 
poetry, yet it didn't undermine 
its relevance to local environment 
and especially to the pastoral 
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rura] life. То indicate this, 
we may refer to some lines taken 
from a verse Composed by Ali 
Hussein in 1951, thus: 


«Like the thirsty camel whose 
diaphragm 
becomes as thin as the giraffe’s 
And in starvation such a camel 
Surely rejects the sucking of its 
offspring 
And the man who lived on 
Goray’s mill: becomes 
disappointed for not finding mii 
from his she-camel 
lost all sleep my countrymen» 
It is evident from hem that 
the poetis employing the clas. 
sical diction and imagery of the 
old poetry, even though his the- 
me is related to the contempo- 
rary odd situation facing his pe- 
ople. The dialectical integration 
between the ideas, themes and 
objectives of the patriotic poetry 
and the classical diction of the 
old poetry is not a matter of the 
past, but is one of the present. 
Today, when present poets are 
composing on current themes ге- 
lated to the construction of the 
new society based on scientific 
socialism, they describe it like 
prosperous rural encampment 
where all the she-camels have de- 
livered, all this atttained afte: 
long hectic winters and pastoral 
imigrations. То my mind, this 
is explained by the fact that the 
poets of the patriotic struggles we- 
те men who were weli-versed wth 
the old traditions and culture of the 
Somali scciety tacugk they lacked 
Significant knowledge of modern 
education and concepts. 


= 


The few who had the opportun.ty 

of acquiring formal education lost 
in touch with the cultural herita- 
ge embodied by the Somali lan- 
guage and literature. Hence, the 
poets who devexped from this 
situation were very few. Dut sin- 
ce the Somali script is written 
and the system of education has 
been somalised we are quite ho. 
pefu] that а new generation of 
artists and poets will emerge who 
combine their knowledge of mo- 
dern education with the rich cul. 
ture possessed by the long tradi- 
tions and literature of the Soma- 
li people. 

Naturally, this will facilitate 
to widen the scope and outlock 
of modern Somali poetry and its 
subsepuent transformation both in 
form and content. 

Last but not the least, if we 
may attempt to provide few rema. 
rks on the most importznt aspect 
of patriotic poetry, we can obvio- 
usly notice that it fully expressed 
and portrayed the realities of the 
specific historical stage which con. 
ditioned its emergence. Above апу 
thing else, it was fundamentaliy pat- 
riotic and in this feat embodied 
declarations. of freedom, unity and 
sovereignty for the Somali people. 
It strongly condemned tribalism 
and disunity. Nevertheless it was 
essentailly deviod of any socio-eco- 
nomic comprehension based oa 
real life ana the class conflicts 
which characterise such а life. 
But, in so far it has shown failure 
in this matter, we can hardly bel. 
little its contributions and was 
justified in its limitations, This 
is explained by the socio-political 
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process with which it was born 
whose concomittant result. con- 
ditioned the all round participation 
of the people, social groups and 
classes in a harmony against alien 
rule. At this stage, class conscio- 
usness was embryenic and the de- 
cisive antagnonistic contradiction 
between the conflictiong ciasses 
was not fully exposed. It is this 
contradiction, which 1n essence 
determines the outcome of such 
questions as: who will benefit 
from Ње freedom and indepen- 
dence that is to be attained? To 
whose advantage 15 sovereignty 
being won? Such questions came 
to the fore and touched upon the 
consciousness of the Somali poet 
after the attainment of the sham 
independence in 1960. 

But the poet failed to grasp 
the class nature of the tragedy 
which had befallen to the nation 
after independence thinking that 
the problem was simply due to 
the election of bad politicans and 
personalities in the political rule. 
He could not fully grasp the fact 
that what happened was the result 
of the antagonistic contradictory 
social relations manifested by the 
confrontation between the reac- 
tionary classes working ın аШап- 
ce with colonialism on the one 
hand, and the masses on the 
other. 

The genuine understanding of 
all the above proklems involved in 
the social life of the society chal- 
lenge the Somali poet to increase 
his substantial knowledge and his 
ability to grasp and reflect — in 
his poetry, the most important as- 
pects of real social life. 
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Great excitement, joy and jubi- 
ation... it was the most remarkab- 
le happening. a histor.c gathering 
of peoples from every conner cf 
the globe. Black peoples who had 
suffered imperialist exploitation, 
who have been dispersed and in- 
dured the misery of slavery, sent 
representatives to Lagos to partie- 
pate jn the Black and  Africar 
Festiva. of arts and Culture. 


It was the second festival of 
its kind, The first one was held 
in Dakar in 1966, but Festac «77» 
was much grander both in con- 
tent, and organisation. The Daka: 
Festival was much smalier in sca- 
le and was dominated by the ia- 
eas of Negritude. The Lagos Fes- 
tival was huge, it was fantastic 
and the 
Nigeria desserves credit for its 
success. Negritude ideas were heard 
but there were strong clear voices 
advocating progressive positions, 
declaring an anti-imperialist solj- 
darity of African and all other 
oppressed peop.es. 


host country 


Nigeria built a specjal city 
to accommodate for the over fif- 
teen thousand participants. Tran- 
sportation services were provided, 
security guards, health services 
etc. Lagos was also able to host 
another 40.000 guests who came 
to observe the Festival. One o£ the 
most modern theatres was built, 
perhaps one of the bestin the 
world. 


Reflections 





The Festival opened on the 
afternoon of 15th January, 1977 
atthe National Stadium in [ agos. 
Participating countries marched 
around the Stadium as colourful 
contingents bearing national flags 
and emblems, wearing national 
dresses, dancing and singing na- 
tional songs. It was a magnificent 
reunion, it represented the dia ec- 
tical unity and djversity of Afri- 
can and Black peoples. 


The Festival proceedings were 
dividea into the following events: 


Exhibitjons 
Folklore dances 
Music 

Drama 

Fims 
Literature 
Colloquim 


BmonoBRuMrL 


As to facilitate the work ef 
preparing for Festac «77», the 
participating delegates were grou- 
ped on the fo lowing way: 
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on FESTAC “7, 


By Boobe 


Southera America 

Arab countries 

America (USA) and Canada 

England and Ireland 

Europe 

Australia 

Southern Africa 

Eastern Africa 

Western Africa (Anglopho- 

ne I) 

10. Central Africa 1 

11. Central Africa 11 

12. Western Africa (Ang.oph- 
one [I) 

13. Western Africa (Francoph- 
спе I) 

14. Northern Africa 

15. Western Africa (Francoph- 
one П) 

16. Liberation Fronts. 


B^ И АВАРА а 


The different events of the 
Festivals took place 
in different places such as: the 
Nationel Theatre, the Tafaw Ва- 
lewa Spuare, the Nationa Sta- 
dium and the Lagos City Hall. 
The «Durbar» (traditional horse 
show) took place twice in the 
city of Kaduna northern Nigeria. 
There was also a boat-show which 
was held in Lagos. 


The Somali Democratic Repub 
.ic's contingent to  Festac «77» 
consisted of about 150 persons 
made up of Waberi and Iftin ar- 
tists, and the other delegates from 
the Ministries of Higher Educa- 
tion and Culture, Information, 
Education, from the National Аса- 
demy of Culture and from tke 
Somai National Unjversity. 
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Somalia participated in most of 
the major events of Festac «77» 
preparations for Festac wei car- 
ried on in most of Somalia mon- 
ths ago under the headjng of Ban- 
fas, Permit me to comment brie- 
fly on Somalia's entries to Festaz. 


1. EXHIBITIONS. 


Somalia presented various as- 
pects of our traditjonal arts and 
crafts, The most interesting and 
attractive things were made of 
ivory. Large numbers of peoples 


success as a whole came about 
asa result of the contributions 
of al our artists. 

3. SOMALI MUSIC. 

Somali singing was nigh.y app- 
reciated even thougl: the audjen- 
ce could not understand the 
words. after all, Music and song 
contains ait international langua- 
ge of its own. 


4. DRAMA — THE DRUM 


Somalia presented the «Drum» 





visited the Soma.i stand at the 
Exhibition Site and bought them- 
selves souvenirs from Somalia. Na- 
tional and traditional Somali dres- 
ses were exhibited at the Dress 
show held at Lagos City hall. 


2. FOLKLORE DANCES: 


Various types of Somali Dan- 
ces were presented in some as- 
pects. they were like all other 
African dances and yet in other 
aspects they were strikingly uni- 
que. Sheikh Abukar became one of 
the famous star dancers of Fies- 
tac. There were other remarkable 
individual performances yet, the 


as its entry to the drama events 
of the Festival. The Drum was 
performed on January, 17th, and 
jt recieved great acclaim. It was 
highly praised in Media reviews, 
repeated showing appeared on Nig- 
rian Television Stations. ‘The 
Drum sums up the history of 
African and Black peoples, It 
covers the precolonial period, sla- 
very, colonialism and  partitjon 
of Africa, the Nationalist Move- 
ments, independence and struggle 
against colonialjsm. 


The drum represents total theat- 
re — acting, peotry, singing and 


dancing, pantomine, and slide 
projections as background. Even 
though performjng in the Somal: 
.anguage its message was clear. 
Infact one of the reasons for 
its striking success was the very 
fact it was a drama presented in 
an African language (many of the 
other dramas were either in Fran- 
ch or English). 


5. FILMS. 


Somalia presented two documen- 
tary films at the Festival, one on 
the Sand-Dune Prevention Pro- 
ject and the other on the Rural 
Development and literacy campa- 
gn. The audiences were pleased & 
amazed to see the remarkbale effo- 
rts undertaken by the Somali pe. 
ople to achieve progress under 
the Revolution of Octobar 21st 
1969. 


6. LITERATURE. 


Somalia partjcipated in the Po- 
etry Reading Sections of Litera. 
ture, Our participants were Ab- 
dilkadir Hersi Yamyam and Galal. 
Yamyam read a long poem spe- 
cialy composed on Festac for 
Festac. Musa Galal read in tradi- 
tional style. the classical poem by 
the Sayid Mohamed Abdalla Has- 
san entitled «The Death of Richard 
Corfield». 


7. THE COLLOQUIUM. 


The Colloguium represented the 
heart of Festac «77». It was the 
crucial event, an intellectual under- 
standing of African History and 
culture were unaertaken. It was 
а field for intensive ideological 
debates. The agenda was «Black 
Civilization and Education», sub- 
divided into ten sub-topics: 


The Arts, Philosophy, Reli- 
gion, Pedagogy, language. literature 
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historical awareness, Politics іл 
Government, Technology and Mas- 
smedia, 


Somalia presented an impertant 
paper entitled «The ^ Revolutio- 
nary Development of the Somali 
Language», this paper, cealt with 
one of the most difficult problems 
facing African peop.es, ће ques- 
tion of writing African language: 
and using them officialy for ad- 
ministration, Politics, Mass-media 
Education etc. Somalia’s unique ex- 
perience attracted interest from 
various delegaies and journalists. 
The resolution was even passed to 
request Somalia to hold a language 
development Conference in Moga- 
dishu some time in the future. 
Somalia’s participation in drama 
and poetry reading all of these serv- 
ed to strengthen the thesis Somalia 
presented at the colloquium. At the. 
Somali Exibjtion Stand. interested 
parties were a.so able to view va- 
rious books published in the So- 
mali language such as Science tex- 
t books, on History Geog- 
raphy, literature and Somali lan- 
guage Dictionaries. 


The Somali delegation to the 
colloquium also took an active 
part in the debates connected with 
their adoption of Festac «77» Re- 
solutions. It became one of the 
wading progressive — de:egations 
at the Colloquium thereby attrac- 
ting a great dea. of attention from 
Newspapers, Radio Stations and 
Television. 


The delegation from Guinea, Cu- 
ba, Somalia, assisted by other 
progressive delegates such as cer- 
tain Afro-Americans, made the 
colloquium, the heart of Festac 
aencunced the pro-imperialist nat- 
ions of negritude. Inspite of all kin- 
ds of reactionary manipulations, the 





collopuium, the heart of Festac 
«77» reflected an anti-imperjaiist 
stand, a call for so.idarity of all 
oppressed peoples in the struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism. 
neo-colonialism, Apartheid and zi- 


onism, jn the struggle for Реасе 
and progress under Socialism. 


VICTORY AND DEATH 


As is well-known, four Soma.i 


eds 





people died as a result of a 
road accident. The tus accident oc- 
cured while they were travelling 
to the state of Plateau where they 
had been invited to perform. HAL- 
GAN takes this opportunity to sa- 


lute these great hereos of Somali 
culture and to offer its sincere con- 
dolences to the families and frien- 


ds of those who died in Nigeria. 


HALGAN 





APRIL 1977 





BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS 








Тһе ійео:ору and implementation of scientific 
socialism needs a deep phiwsophical study of its the- 
ory and the application of this theory into concrete 
practice according to given conditions. Jaalle Moha- 
med Siad Barre. the General-Secretary of the SRSP 
talking about this subject said: «Learn socialism, un- 
derstand socialism, implement socialism». 


The deep study of the theory of scientific socia- 
пут. is specified ın the Programme ana Statute of the 
SRSP. The two documents make it compulsory for 
every member of the party and the Soma masses in 
general to learn this theory in order to implement it 
in their life, at the same time fulfilling the economic 
and political resolutions of the Party. 


Socialist construction is impossible without scien- 
tific planning which can not be made 
without learnjng and understanding the theory of sci- 
extific socialism. 


A Scientific stuay of what the Party of the 
New Type is will enhance the real implementation of 
its basic principles which are tied to daily life and 
the werk of the party members and masces. 


Members of the Somali Revo'utionary Socialist 
party (SRSP) and Somali masses have the opportunty 
now to abtain a book which discusses the construction, 
organisation and implementation of the theory of scien- 
tific socialism, the experiences of socialist and prog- 
ressive parties, and the directives of the General Sec- 
retary of the SRSP Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre. This 
text which is the first of its kind in Somali language 
has been written by Jaalle Shagin A.B. and trans'ated 
by Jaahe Yusuf Suleyman Аһ who are both among 
the teaching staff of the Political Science Academy. 
The book is titled «Party of the New Type», and it 


pes 


PARTY OF THE NEW TYPE 


is composed of sixteen topres in which daily work. 
outlook, organisational structure and ideo'ogy of the 
Party of the New Type are discussed. 


Let me offer a general overview of the subjects 
in the text which include: the ideological study of sci- 
entific sociaism, norms and documents fundamental 
for the socialist parties and the necessery procedure 
of fulfilling the tasks and responsibiity of the Party 
cf the New Tyre. The anthor essentially depicts the 
Party of the New Type as а workers party, the van- 
guard and the highest organisation of the working 
class whose role is to organize and lead the revolu- 
tonary forces. He urges that the execution of the 
norms and princip.es of Party .ife, the unity of theory 
and practice is a precondition for the implementatioa 
of socialism is any country, The directives of Jaalle 
Siad the Secretary General of the SRSP quoted in the 
book substantiate the above mentioned statements ex- 
horting that scientific socialism is a scientific study 
of the theory with consideration of customs and laws 
peculiar to our conditions, 





The text reveals the essence of studying and appl- 
ying the norms, principles and laws necessary for me- 
king resolutions and decisions which determine mass 
leadership. It critisizes the present bourgeois political 
parties of the world and confirms the right stand of the 
perty of the New Type, the only party fighting for pcli- 
tical and economic independence. The text clearly 
discusses the emergence and the roots of the 21st Octo- 
ber 1969 revolution; the changes in the aamuinisiration 
and the formation of various committees which became 
the basis for the foundation of the Party of the New 
Type. It gives credit to the Programme and Statute 
of the SRSP, the basis of the ideology and unity of the 
party, the objectives of the masses and their links with 
it. 
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The author portrays the role of the party during 
socialist eonstruction, the leadership qualities, the sele- 
ction, preparation and distribution of cadres, the pro- 
motion of the economy and worker's eulture. He also 
explains the reason behind the continous reports and 
auditing, how reports are given, what makes necessary 
to implement decision by the higher organs and the 
control of their implementation. The role and quali- 
ties of a leader and the candidate of the party are men- 
tioned. There is also а broad discussion about the 
task of every organ, member, Committee, branch and 
organisation of the party, Shegin's work systematically 
indicates the qualities needed in order for one to be a 
party and national leader, this include, the ability to 
organise work, responsibility, awareness to improve 
work and a demand of strict discipline and principles 
from the work mates. 


The part dealing about daily party work and ad- 
ministration of government agencies is compulsory io 
be studied by the people in general so that they may 
know how to overcome the underdevelopment of the 
adminstration inherited from colonialism, The author 
talks about the correction of mistakes, the role of ins- 
pection and fulfillment of party tasks, resolutions and 
orders. He emphasises that control should be conti 


nous, systematic and tied to daily life. Party informa- 
tion promotes ties within the party and between the 
party and the masses, 


The author concludes by mentioning the formation 
of the army party branch; рату relations | with the 
government and mass organisations, etc, He confirms 
the victory of parties with the scientific theory of socia- 
lism against imperialism. 


While writing this book the author gave great con- 
sideration to the time and objective condition of the 
Somali Revolution thus clearly indicating the work and 
duties of the leadership of the SRSP, the wide respon- 
sibility facing party members whose commitments are 
determined by the study, consciousness and scientific 
understanding of the objestives of the Party of the New 
"Type which leads a society to prosperity, equality and 
justice. 


The Party of New Type gives party awareness 
to the workers, therefore it is imperative for all to study 
and criticize it. This book is very important for mem- 
bers and organizations of the party, the mass organisa- 
tion, congratulations to Jaalle Shagin A.B. for his pie- 
ce work, produced at a timely moment, 





(From page 20) 


construction going on, the life 
of the masses, administratioa 
and affairs connected with the 
increase of production and the 
development of the nation іп 
general. They will inform the 
regiona, and district leaders 
obcut the changes so far done 
in the government administra- 
tion since the foundation of the 


Party: 

The delegates wiil be worki- 
ng in regions from the 24th 
of March to the 15th of April. 
In one way we can say that 
social organizations were fun- 
ctioning throughout the. existe- 
ce of the former Political 
Office. But after the founda- 
tion of the SRSP it became ne- 
cessary to legalize these organi- 
sations. Between the 4th and 


—48.— 


7th of March, the Congress of 
the Somali Women Democratiz 
Organisation took p.ace. It was 
decided to establish the three 
social organisations more or less 
at the same time. The Social 
organisations аге the linking 
ties of the Party to the masses, 
they are the stronghold of the 
Party. The social organisations 
are the creators of the source 
of Party Cadres. 
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in COMMEMORATION FOR KARL MARX 
ENGELS’ SPEECH AT THE GRAVESIDE OF KARL MARX 


On the 14th of March, at a 
guarter to three in the afternoon, 
the greatest living thinker ceased 
to think. He had been felt atone 
for scarcely two minutes, and 
when we came back we found him 
in his armchair, peacefuLy gone 
to sleep _ but for ever. 


An immeasureable loss has been 
sustained both by the militant pro. 
tetariat of Europe and America, 
and by historical science, in the 
death of thos man. The gap that has 
been left by the departure of this 
mighty spirit wil soon enough ma- 
ke itself felt. 


just as Darwin discovered the 
law of development of organ:c na- 
ture, so Mark discovered the law 
of development of human his 
tory: the simple fact, hither to 
concea.ed by an overgrowth of 
ideology, that mankind must first 
of alj eat, drink, have shelter and 
ciothing, before it can pursue po. 
litics, scence, art, religion etc; 
that therefore the production of 
the immediate material means of 
subsistence and consequent.y the 
degree of economic development 
attained by a given people or du- 
ring a given epoch form the foun- 
daton upon which the State insti- 
tutions, the Jegal conceptions, art, 
and even the ideas on religion, of 
the people. concerned have been 
evolved, and in the light if which 
they must, therefore, be exp.ained 
instead of vice versa, as had hit- 
kerto been the case. 


But that is not all. Marx also 
discovered the specia] law of mo. 
tion governing the present.day 
capitalist mode of production and 


the bourgeois society that this 
mode of production has created. 
The discovery of surplus value sud- 
deniy threw light on the problem, 
in trying to solve which а previo- 
us investigations, of both bour- 
geo.s economists and socialist cri. 
tics, had been groping in the dark. 


‘Two such discoveries would be 
enough for one lifetime. Happy 
the man to whom it is granted to 
make even one such discovery. 
But in every sngle field which 
Marx investigated and he investi. 
gated very many fieids, none of 
them superficially - in every field 
even in that of mathmatics, he ma- 
de independent discoveries. 


Such was the man of science, 
but this was not even half the 
man. Science was for Marx a 
historically dynamic, revolutionary 
force. However great the joy 
with which he we:comed a new 
discovery in some theoretical scien. 
ce whose practica! application рег. 
haps it was as yət quite impossible 
to envisage, he experienced quite 
another kind of joy when the dis- 
covery involved immediate revolu- 
tionary changes in industry, and in 
historical development in general 
for examp]e, he fo:lowed closely 
the development of the discoveries 
made in the Не:а of electricity and 
recently those of Marcel Deprez. 

For Marx was before al. ебе г 
revolutionist. His real mission in 
Lfe was to contribute in one way 
or another, to the overthrow of ca. 
pitatist society and of the State in- 
stitut.ons which it had brought inte 
being, to contribute to the libera- 
tion of the modern proletariat, 


cdd 


which he was the first to make 
conscious of its own position and 
its needs, conscious of the condi. 
tions of its emancipation. Figh- 
ting was his element. And he 
founght with a passion, a tenacity 
and a success such as few cou.d 
rival. His work on the first Rhe- 
inische Zeitung (1842), the Paris 
Vorwarts (1844), the Deutsche 
Brusseler Zeitung, (1847), the Ne- 
ue Rheinische Zeitung (1848), 
the New York Tribune (1852 . 61), 
and in addition to these a host of 
militant pamphlets, work in organi- 
zations in Paris, Brusse!s and Lon- 
don, and finally growing all the 
formation of the great Internationl 
Wroking Men's Assaciation . this 
was indeed an achievement of 
which its founder might well have 
been proud even if he had done 
nothing else. 


And, consequentty, Marx was the 
best hated and most cuiminated 
man of his time. Governments 
both absolutist and republican 
deported him from their territories. 
Bourgeois whether conservative or 
ultra-democratic, vied with one 
another in heaping slanders upoa 
him. АП this he brushed aside 
as though it were cobweb, ignoring 
1t, answering only when extreme 
necessity competed him. And he 
died beloved, revered and mourned 
by millions of revolutionary fellow 
Workers - from iue mines of Sibe 
ria to California, in a: parts of 
Europe and America- and I make 
bold 10 say that though he may ha- 
ve had many opponents he had har- 
dly one personal enemy. His na- 
me will endure through the ages, 
and so also wii his work! 
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Dambiil Traditional basket weaved by Somali "Women for use in daily life. 
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